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[| heard a sentiment uttered to-day which | have | 
again and again heard uttered, and which I have | 
never heard uttered but with a shuddering and ap- | 

rehension. We are told that upon certain con- | 
tingencies, upon the occurrence of certain events, 
the South must takea particular, a specified course, || 
regardless of consequences. Regardless of conse- | 

unces! Why, sir, can we acquit ourselves to | 
ourselves, can we acquit ourselves to civilization, | 
can we acquit ourselves to that religion which we 
all profess to tespect and adhere to; can we acquit | 
ourselves to the great God of heaven himself, if, 
ypon a measure of this magnitude, of this tran- | 
scendent importance, we are to take it regardless 1 
of consequences? Sir, 1 know of no condition of | 
man, individually or associated, wherever he may | 
be, whether solitary and alone, in the midst of the | 
wide prairies of the West, or upon the ocean’s | 
billows when tossed by storms, or acting in a de- 
liberative assembly, I know of no condition where 
areligious, moral, rational, responsible being can | 
take a step regardless of consequences. Sir, it is | 

recisely because I do regard consequences, and I i 
apprehend them, not to this or that side of the | 
Union alone, but to all parts, to the entire coun. | 
try—consequences not only affecting us, but af- || 
fecting all mankind, in a greater or less degree; | 
consequences which affect the existence of self- 
government, which affect the preservation of lib- 
erty itself ; it is because [ do look to these conse- 
quences, because [ regard them, because I have 
deliberated upon them, that I am led to the conclu- 
sion of making an exertion, of making every effort | 
the power to make which is yet reserved to me, | 
toavert the greatest of all human calamities, not |, 
only that could befall this country, but that could || 
befall the whole race of civilized man. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I am free to confess, Mr. |, 
President, that I did not expect to hear an argu- || 
ment in the Senate of the United States, emanating | 
from agentleman so distinguished for his talents || 
and ability in its counsels as is the Senator from 
Kentucky, to prove that it was right to do wrong. 
Sir, | did not expect to hear him undertake to 
prove that it was moral and religious and patriotic 
to refuse to do right, because something impor- || 
tant, and perhaps disastrous, should result from | 
such 8 course of action. 1 have always understood 
that morality and religion inculcate that we must | 
do right, and that then, if disastrous consequences 
follow from the practice of such right, the respon- | 
siblity rests upon us. Fiat justitia rual celum. If 
the Senator from Kentucky meant by his remarks 
to assert that my language was capable of the 
construction that we should act regardless of all 
consequences, at all timesand under all circum- 
stances, he hasplaced a construction upon it which 
itis not susceptible of bearing, and which it will | 
not bear. Sir, inptne statement | made, | meant to 
assert simply that it was the duty of every man to |, 
act just y—to act conscientious!y—and I mustlearn 
morality in another school, and religion and piety || 
somewhere else, before I concur in the sentiment 
of the honorable Senator. 

The Senator asks what right I have to comment | 
upon his conduct. Sir, I have the right which be- ] 

| 


longs to every freeman of this country; I have the 
right, the constitutional right, to judge and speak 
conscientiously of the public acts of any individual, 
whether of high or low estate, in this country or 
in the world. 
Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) Certainly; but not |! 
of acts of a private character. 
Mr. CLEMENS. I made no allusion to the || 
Private acts of the Senator from Kentucky. In 
my remarks | referred to nw private conference; | 
knew nothing of any private conference that may 
have been held between the Senator from Missou- 
riand the Senator from Kentucky. 1 was not in | 
the Senate chamber on the occasion when it took 
place, and, therefore, knew nothing of it. 1 knew 
nothing of any conference which had been held 
between these two gentlemen with respect to the 
subject of a Territorial or State Government for 
California. I heard the Senator from Kentuck 
Proclaim, as I thought, that when he submitted-his 
ions, they were intended to be compromises 
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_ select committee, with instructions to report a bill 


| reject her application? Would I reject her? Yea, 


| plain things are plain things, and I intend to take 


| his party in the State of Alabama. 
that if his present construction is the right one, | | 


| minds of the people of my State in advocating his 


| lation of a Territory, when sufficiently numerous 
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of the whole matter in dispute, and designed to be i 
embraced in one bill; that is, all taken together; 


State, and not to stop allof them. I so under- 


tions and made his speech; and I further under- | 
stood the Senator from Kentucky, when the Sena- || 
tor from Missouri introduced his motion to refer 


the subject of the admission of California, to a | 


for its admission, to abandon the ground which he 
had previously taken in his speech before the || 
Senate, and to concur in the proposed action of || 
the Senator from Missouri. This was the matter | 
to which I[ referred in my remarks heretofore. I 
knew nothing of any private intercourse between 
them; and I can truly say that I cared nothing 


for it. The motion of the Senator from Missouri, || 


| and the resolution of the Senator from Kentucky, || 


with respect to California, although somewhat dif- || 


} 


ferent in terms, were the same in spirit, and | 
judging from the declaration of the Senator from || 
Kentucky, I think he must so have understood it. 
What right, then, has he to complain if | choose 
to comment upon it? 

The Senator from Kentucky has supposed a | 
case. He supposes that a census had been taken | 
—a legal census—in the State of California, and |, 
that there was found to be a sufficient number of || 


_ inhabitants to justify her formation as a State, and || 
| that she comes here and now asks for admission. 


On such a supposition the Senator asks me if it | 
would not be right to admit her, and if I would 


sir. I would reject her atonce. I would reject || 
heron account of the fraud | have commented on 
before; and which was consummated by the agita- || 
tions in this Congress and the State Legislatures, || 
and the conventions held everywhere throughout | 
the North, thus practising a deliberate and gigan- || 
tic fraud upon the people of the South, and pre-7| 
venting them from having an equal chance in the || 


| adoption of the constitution of California. I would || 
reject iton that ground alone. | 
|| to rest my argument on that ground, because there || 


I did not choose || 


were other sufficient reasons against its admission. 
But, if there was no other reason for it, 1 would || 
ask for its rejection on that account. | 

The Senator is mistaken if he supposes that I || 
am to be forced, in any manner whatever, from || 
the execution of what | consider it to be my duty | 
to perform. I hope that! shall never upon any | 
oceasion here or elsewhere, now or at any other || 
time, forget what is due to the Senate. But, sir, || 


public acts and public measures, and speak of \| 
them in exactly the plainest language I can pos- || 
sibly select. 1 intend to use the pure Anglo-Saxon || 
—a language that means something that the coun- | 
try can understand. | 
I have something now, Mr. President, to say | 
to the Senator from Michigan, in conclusion. [| || 
did not intend to call forth from him any remarks. || 
I did not make any allusion to him in a spirit of | 
unkindness; I brought no charge of eres 
against him. I did not comment upon his Nichol- 
sun letter, or say that it meant one thing, and his 
speech the other day meant another. 


intend to allude to that matter in any way. But, || 
|| upon the view which | held to be equivalent to 


Mr. President, I must inform the Senator from 
Michigan that the construction which he now puts 
upon the Nicholson letter was never put upon it by 
must tell him | 


have been greatly instrumental in misleading the 


claims. I denied that the construction he has now | 
placed upon his letter was the true one. The 
construction | placed upon it was, that the popu- | 


to form a State, should decide the question of sla- 
very for themselves. That, sir, was the construc- | 
tion put upon it by myself and by his party. Iam | 
sorry if | have misunderstood him, but I did not | 
mean to make the question a theme of discussion | 
in the Senate. I must remind the Senator of a 
fact which, from his own knowledge of public | 
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| and owe him much reparation 
| only one; there were some half a dozen distin- 


| forever? 


I did not || 
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affairs, can scarcely have escaped his attention. I 


| must remind him of the fact that a leading Demo- 
|| that it was wrong to stop one leak in the vessel of | 


crat, formerly of the other House, was read out 


|| of the party because he said precisely what the 
|, stood the Senator when he introduced his resolu- || 


Senator himself has now said about the Nicholson 
letter. We put the ban upon him for such a con- 
struction, and excluded him from the ranks of the 

in Alabama. I allude to Mr. 
id that gentleman foul injustice, 
He was not the 


Yancey. We 


guished members of the same party in Alabama 
who shared a similar fate for putting the construe- 
tion on that letter which the Senator from Mich- 
igan now puts upon it. But he tells us he has 


|| a right to speak to us because he has been broken 
| down, politically, for standing up for the rights of 


the South. Well, Mr. President, what does that 
assertion mean? Does it not prove—if any thing 
at all—that all hope is gone for the South when 
he has been annihilated for doing only what he 
has done; for standing up only as far as he has 
stood up for the rights of the South? What can 
we then hope to receive from any compromise 
that may be offered? Does it not prove, sir, 
without a shadow of doubt, that all hope has gone 
Why, sir, he proposes to admit Cali- 
fornia. He proclaimsa doctrine that will exclude 
slavery from all the Territories of the Union; and 
yet because he will not come out and say that 


‘| the Wilmot proviso is a constitutional act, he 
| tells us his political existence in the North is 


terminated. We want, sir, no other proof to 
show that all hope is at an end. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I rose for the 


| purpose of making an explanatory reply, when 


the Senator from Michigan closed his remarks. 
now intend to execute that intention. But, before 
doing so, | must say that I then obtained thefloor, 


| and should have been permitted to proceed. Though 


I may be very willing, as a matter of courtesy, to 
waive my right in favor of older Senators, it is not 
for the Presiding Officer to say when or how that 
courtesy shall be show*. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 


|| stands that the Senator who first speaks is enti- 


tled to the floor. The voice first heard was the 


|| voice of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 


and for that reason the floor was assigned to him. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 am glad to hear 
that that was the case, and will therefore say noth- 
ing more about the matter. The Senator from 
Michigan, in alluding to myself, has spoken of me 
as having charged him with inconsistency. 1 cer- 


| tainly intended to make no such charge aga'nat the 


honorable Senator from Michigan. He said that 
he spoke in a feeling of kindness to me; I have no 
reason to doubt it; and think | might claim as 
much from the honorable Senator, even if kind- 
ness was not the prevailing characteristic of his 
heart. 1 made no charge of inconsistency upon 
him; but, on the other hand, regretted to find him 
consistent in a position which I originally consid- 
ered erroneous, and think has been shown, by re- 
cent events, to be productive of evils the magnitude 


|| 
| : ; : 
| of which, now dimly seen in the distance, we may 


be soon called upon to measure. I always con- 
strued his ‘“‘Nicholson letter,” as he has explained 
it now; and because I never would defend him 


| turning over the territory to the first occupants of 
it—those who in the race of emigration should first 
reach it—some of my political friends, who always 
construed it as only meaning that the inhabitants, 
when they formed a State government, were ent- 


j 

| 

. . 
|| tled to the sovereignty of other States of the Union, 


considered me as wanting in the maintenance of 


|| his claims as a candidate for the presidency. I 


have incurred responsibility, because I never 


|| would put that construction upon it. I thought I 
|| understood the opinions of the honorable Senator 


from Michigan before he wrote that letter; and I 
| knew of the conference to which he has alluded, 
| very soon after it occurred, but to which 1 have 

never heretofore referred. {& understood the opin- 
ions of the Senator to be the same then as [ under- 
| stand them tobe now. They have never met with 
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my approval. I anon of so much of his posi- 
tion as denied that Congress had a power over the 
territories, beyond that derived from the necessity 
of discharging the duties of trustee of the public 
lands. I had confidence in the character of that 
Senator, and I have now. I held that his only 


the presidency, of which we then had some hope: 
that growing out of the action of the Federal Gov- 
ernment; if Congress passed a bill to exclude sla- 
very from the Territories, that he would, in accord- 
ance with his opinion of the power of Congress 





wa bd f : 
course’’ as to render it either indelicate or unpar- i When my conjecture was 


’ 


connection with the a would be, if elected to 


over the Territories, veto such bill: therefore I was | 


willing to trust him with functions growing out of 
the federal authority. His doctrine, which ac- 


knowledges sovereignty in any community which | 


may by accident or design be planted on territory 
belonging to the States, I always rejected. 

The opinion of the Senator as to the power of 
the inhabitants of the Territories would have no 


official connection with the office of President, and | 
in that connection was not of vital importance. I | 


stated then, as I state now, that I believed it to be 


wrong; and the very position which we are now | 


in shows that it is dangerous. Its result is now 
seen, when men, without authority and law, have 


gathered together—a conglomerated mass from | 


every quarter of the globe—and claim to snatch 


sovereignty from the hands of the United States, | 


the owners of the property. 
This was the natural growth, the necessary con- 


sequence of the doctrine of the Senator from Mich- | 


igan—a doctrine now most firmly upheld by those 
who most fiercely denounced it, here and else- 
where, less than two years ago. I did not intro- 


duce the opinions of the honorable Senator from | 


Michigan to comment upon them. I merely intro- 


upon, 
I denied that any source*could be found for the 


’ authority claimed for the territorial inhabitants to 


assume sovereignty over the country, except the 
inalienable right to declare{their independence and 
dissolve their connection with this Confederacy. 
The power he asserts must belong to the right of 
revolution, the right to take the territory of the 
United States, and appropriate it to themselves. 
Unless he meant that much, when he claims to 
derive the power from Almighty God, he means 
nothing within the scope of my comprehension. 

But the Senator speaks of the fanaticism of the 
South, which requires the men of the North to 
justify slavery as an abstract question. I know 
of no such thing. I do know that the southern 
politicians of the Democratic party as a body sus- 
tained that Senator’s pretensions, when a candi- 
date for the presidency, though they well knew 
that on the abstract question of slavery, he was 
against them. It was not abstract opinions, but 
the introduction of them into the policy of the 
Government, which we deprecated. Give us our 
constitutional rights, and a free and fair exercise 
of our equality in the Union, and we would never 
regard abstract opinions. I tell the Senator, that 
so far as I know the opinions of the people of the 
South, he founded his argument upon a ground 
that does not exist. 

Mr. FOOTE. I regret the necessity imposed 
upon me of occupying the attention of the Senate 
for a few minutes, whilst I notice an allusion to 
myself in which the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] has thought proper to indulge. 
If, in addition, I should deem it proper to offer a 
remark or two in reply to a portion of the speech 
of that Senator which has just been addressed to 
us, | think that I shall not, under all the extraor- 
dinary circumstances of the hour, be very strongly 
condemned. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky com- 
plains that his private intercourse with members of 
this body has been brought under review and 
made the subject of harsh strictures. | understand 


.the honorable Senator perfectly; he is dissatisfied 


at my having referred to the conversation which I 


saw going on a few — since, between the hon- 
\ 


orable Senator from Missouri [Mr. Bewron] and 
himself, and should have ventured even to specu- 
late upon the character of that mystical colloquy. 
Well, sir, I beg leave to announce to the honor- 
able Senator that [ do not regard any proceeding 
which may occur here, in sight of us all, in open 
Senate, and having connection with public meas- 
ures of great moment, as so strictly belonging to 
what the honorable Senator calla “ private inter- 
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liamentary to allude to it. This, sir, is a hall 
of debate; a legislative assembly in which im- 
portant public questions are brought forward, 
discussed, and acted upon. It is a controversial 
arena, to be occupied by authorized disputants, all 
of whom have precisely the same rights and privi- 
leges, and are absolute equals in or of official 
dignity. ‘The members of this body !.ave weighty 
ae tae to sustain, grave dutiés to perform, 
and a noble field of action wherein to acquire le- 


gitimate popularity—the approbation of the good | 


and wise of our own generation, and an endless 
immortality of renown. It must not be forgotten, 
though, that in this, as invother deliberative as- 
semblies, corruption, intrigue, and low management 
will sometimes show their accursed visages, and 
that it is quite as needful that we guard our- 
selves and our constituents against the guileful 
arts of fraud and chicane, as that we mingle our 
voices in courteous and fraternal debate upon the 
momentous questions which claim their solution 
at our hands. 

Now, sir, I did not charge the honorable Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, in the ease to which he al- 
ludes, with having done anything unworthy of his 
high character or the dignified station which he 
holds. Indeed, I took particular pains to exempt 
him from ail censure. 
reference to another Senator; which facts cannot 

| be gainsaid, and which I did believe, and do yet 
believe, to be of a nature to warrant the conclu- 
sions which I have heretofore stated as to his 
probable motives and designs. I will briefly re- 
view the incidents which occurred here on a former 
day, my comments upon which seem to have 


| been productive of so much dissatisfaction to the 
duced them to show the result of their being acted | 


honorable Senator from Kentucky. When the 
| President’s message, which brought with it the 
constitution of California, was laid before us, the 
honorable Senator from Missouri arose, and in a 
| deliberate, formal, and most emphatic manner— 
yes, sir, and with a striking and peculiar signifi- 
cance of tone, look, and gesitwre—said that he had 
confidently expected that, when the message 


should have been thus sent to us, a motion would || 
have been made by the honorable Senator from | 
| Kentucky to refer the same toa special committee | 


to report thereupon. He distinctly declared in our 
hearing that he had thought that an understanding 
| existed to that effect between the honorable Sena- 
tor from Kentucky and himself. He paused (as 
he said) to afford an opportunity to the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky of making the motion 
That gentleman presently arose 
also, and, suggesting that he had not understood 
that the performance of this duty had been re- 
_gularly assumed by him, declined moving in the 


| affair himself—announcing his willingness to serve 


| upon any special committee which might be raised 
at the instance of any other Senator. Then, with- 
out delay, the honorable Senator from Missouri 
introduced the motion for a special committee him- 
self, and included in it a proposition that the hon- 


| orable Senator from Kentucky should be chairman 


thereof, whose views he well knew at the time, 

doubtless, to be favorable to the immediate admis- 

sion of California as a State, as a separate and dis- 
‘tinct measure, and not as part of a general plan 
of compromise—as, indeed that Senator, on the 
next day, explicitly declared himself to be. 

Well, sir, lactieg as I did the special solici 
tude felt by the Senator from Missouri on this 
' subject, upon special personal grounds—being some- 
| what familiar with the insidious tactics of that 

Senator, and his inclination (as so strikingly 
| evinced in the famed protocol matter) rather to 
aim at the accomplishment of his favorite legisla- 
tive objects by instigating gentlemen on the Whig 
side of the chamber to action than by boldly as- 
_ suming the responsibility of acting himself—hav- 
| ing witnessed the suspicious interview between 

the honorable Senator from Kentucky and the 
| Senator from Missouri, is it at all strange that I 
| should, under all the circumstances named, have 
adopted the impression, which I have heretofore 
announced, that this interview was sought by the 
| gentleman from Missouri for the purpose of avail- 
| ing himself of the standing and influence of the 
| Senator from Kentucky in aid of his scheme for 
| the immediate admission of California? Is it sur- 
| prising that I should have declared, as I did at 
| once, that I se a plan then to be in prog- 
ing California into the Union? 


a le ee 


But I did reveal facts in | 


‘ | Feb. 20, 


— 














afterwar . 
|| be substantially true by the very we > 
| orable Senator from Kentucky—who will a 
|, now deny that a conference had occurred - 
| tween the Senator from Missouri and himsels .. 
|| reference to this dangerous movement anteri,, . 
|, its being made—will any one, besides the hon 
| ble Senator from Kentucky, censure me for ex 
| sing the facts, as | knew them to exist, at a0 
and, by exposing them, to counteract, as far oe 
could, the mischief threatened, whilst yet in it 
incipient stage? If I believed that this th 
measure of admission, brought forward as it w y 
under the most objectionable auspices, at 
upon us with a pertinacity which an intense 
| Self-love alone could prompt, was eminen;| 
calculated to sow discord among the States of 
|| this Confederacy, to engender feelings of dissa). 
| isfaction, of unkindness, and even of fierce hos. 
tility—if I believed that the Union itself wou), 
be put in danger by it—was I] to remain silent, ang 
| from feelings of morbid delicacy, from a silly re. 
gard for certain unmeaning and antiquated, or, jy. 
deed, as I think, mere imaginary, rules of pay. 
| liamentary decorum, shrink from the performance 
of a duty to which I felt alike prompted by fee}. 
ings of disinterested patriotism and regard for the 
well-being and safety of my own immediate cpp. 
stituents? Why, sir, | have never been particu. 
larly ambitious of being recognized as a shining 
| exemplar of aristocratic breeding. I hope that j 
|, attach a proper regard to the conventional rules of 
'| social courtesy, and that I could not, in any case, 
|| perpetrate an act of rude unkindness upon an in. 
|, nocent and unoffending person; but idee it 
|| now, once for all, to be understood, that in aj 
| cases I prefer the substance of things to the mere 
| form; that, whilst a member of this body, I shail 
|| do and say, at all times and to all persons, pre- 
| cisely what I deem it necessary to do and say for 
the furtherance of the public welfare and the satis- 
faction of my own conscience; that I shail, adopt. 
| ing the words of my eloquent and manly friend 
from Alabama, [Mr. CLemens,} use in debate here 
| plain Anglo-Saxon language; that 1 shall denounce 
vice wherever I detect its existence in public 
places; that I shall, without playing the Paul Pry 
upon honorable Senators, exercise a constant vigil 
|| ance here, and expose all acts of official impro- 
| priety with promptitude and with becoming spirit; 
|| and that, especially at this eventful and trying 
| crisis of our history as a free people, | shall not 
|| hesitate to hold the language of sincerity and truth 
| from the apprehension of any consequences mere- 
| ly personal to myself. To the honorable Senator 
| from Kentucky I beg leave to say, in the words of 
| Scripture, doubtless familiar to him—in the words 
of St. Paul himself—* Wo is me, if I preach not 
| the Gospel !”’ ° 
| I hope that this free explanation of my views 
/and motives will satisfy even the honorable Sen- 
| ator from Kentucky himself, that he has no right 
to complain of my having uncivilly or unauthor- 
| izedly intruded myself upon his pgivate intercourse 
with Senators here. 
Mr. President, | feel aa now, by the 
| to 


lo 
Ora. 


| 
| 


course of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
to speak more plainly and strongly in regard to his 

| present attitude upon the questions which occupy 
| so painfully the attention of the country, than | 
| had thought either necessary or expedient a few 
| days since. Sir, had the honorable Senator con- 
| fined himself to the propounding of terms of set- 
| tlement, however unfair and oppressive to the 
| South, or had he been contented to advocate the 
| resolutions of compromise which he has intro- 
‘duced here with all his well-known elequence, | 
i should not have been disposed to complain of him 
|| in the least. Though I certainly concur with my 
| esteemed friend from Alabama, who has spoken 
|| to-day with a strength and brilliancy seldom if ever 
|| surpassed in this body, in all that he has said 
| touching the true character and effect of the reso- 
|| lutions of the Senator from Kentucky; though I 
| certainly agree with the Senator from Alabama 
| that these resolutions yield up the whole ground of 
| controversy to our insatiate adversaries; though 
the speech of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tacky in support of these resolutions of his wa ° 
in some respects highly objectionable, both 1 
hraseology and in substance, yet | could have 
re all this patiently, and did do so. I could 
have remained silent, or contented myself with ® 
solemn protest against his course. But, sir, thé 
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ponorable 
roper to 


play the censor upon this occasion. He 
has deemed himself authorized to disapprove, in 
yrong and pointed language, of what has been 
wid by southern Senators relative to the dangers 
which are NOW SO fiercely menacing the Union, 
and those dire results which all must at last per- 
sive will be the inevitable fruit of that aggressive 
volley against which the South has been so long 


and 80 zealously contending. 


the Unien; and those who assume to doubt its sta- 
bility, or venture to predict its dissolution, as the 


The honorable Senator from Kentucky seems | 
smbitious of recognition as the special champion of || 





| 
} 


' 
i} 
i 





| 


consequence of intolerable oppression, he appears | 


wo regard as unmitigated factionists, Well, sir, 
ppose | undertake to show that no southern 
Senator is responsible for using stronger and more 
‘vid language on this subject than did the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky employ eleven 
years ago. Suppose I show that eleven years ago, 


when the cloud of abolition was no bigger than a 


| ears the clash of resounding arms; 
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Senator from Kentucky has thought added, with Edmund Haske. *« when bad men com- 


bine, good men must unite;’* and now, when that 
very union is concerted which eleven years ago 
he regarded as so natural and inevitable that he 
felt authorized to prophesy it in advance—that 
union, so necessary to the safety of the South— 
he now ardently deplores and almost denounces it. 


| Now, when our adversaries have threatened us | 
| with utter destruction; now, when the machinery | 
of ruin has been all arranged and is ready to pour | 
into our midst the missiles of insult, of degradation, | 
and of death; now, when we might well say with | 


a Virginia orator of revolutionary times “ our 


| chains are already forged,” their clanking may be 
heard upon the plains of Boston; * the first gale || 


that sweeps from the North may bring to our 
** now, in this 


| moment of real peril, when the evils that he des- 


| cried in the distance years ago are at least almost | 
in sight; now, when all hope of honorable | 


man’s hand, the honorable Senator from Kentucky | 


held language more cogent and inflammatory than 
any Now employed by those who are struggling 
to ward off the perils with which the South is 


threatened at this moment, when that cloud has | 
overspread the whole firmament, and when the red | 


wwhtning is already gleaming in our faces and the 
thunder is rolling above our heads? Suppose I 
show all this, what will the honorable Senator say 
then? Will hestill censure us? will he still com- 
plain? The experiment is worth making, and | 
proceed to read from a speech of the honorable 
Senator, delivered in this body in the year 1839, 
as follows: 3 

“Sir, Lam not in the habit of speaking lightly of the pos- 
sibility of dissolving this happy Union. The Senate knows 
that | have deprecated allusions on ordinary occasions to 
that direful event. The country will testify, that if there be 
anvthing in the history of my public career worthy of recol- 


jection, it is the truth and sincerity of my ardent devotion 
toits lasting preservation. But we should be false in our 


alleviance to it, if we did not discriminate between the im- | 
aginaty and real dangers by which it may. be assailec. Ab- | 
olition should no longer be regarded as an imaginary danger. || 


The Abolitionists, let me suppose, succeed in their present 
aim of uniting the inhabitants of the free States as one man 
against the inhabitants of the slave States. Union on the 
one side will beget unionon the other ;-and this process of 


reciprocal consolidation will be attended with all the violent | 


prejudices, embittered passions, and implacable animosities, 
which ever degraded or deformed human nature. A virtual 
dissolution of the Union will have taken place, whilst the 
forms of its existence remain. ‘The most valuable element 


of Union, mutual kindness, the feelings of sympathy, the | 
fraternal bonds which now happily unite us, will have been 


extinguished forever. 
and hostile array against the other. I 
ion will be quickly followed by the clash of arms. 


One section will stand in menacing 
The collision of opin- 
I will 


not attempt to describe scenes which now happily lie con- | 


cealed from our view. Abolitionists themselves would 


shrink back in dismay and horror at the contemplation of 


desolated fields, conflagrated cities, murdered inhabitants, 
and the overthrow of the fairest fabric of human govern- 
ment that ever rose to animate the hopes of civilized man. 
Norshould these Abolitionists flatter themselves that if they 
succeed in their object of uniting the people of the free 
Slates, they will enter the contest with a numerical superi- 
ority that must insure victory. All history and experience 
prove the hazard and uncertainty of war. And we are ad- 
monished by Holy Writ, that the race is not to the swift, 
hor the battle to the strong. But if they were to conquer, 
whom would they conquer? A foreign foe? One who had 
insulted our flag, invaded our shores, and laid our country 
waste? No, sir; no, sir. It would be a conquest without 
laurels, without glory; a self, a suicidal conquest; a con- 
quest of brothers over brothers, achieved by one over 
another portion of the descendants of common ancestors, 
Who, nobly pled ing their lives, their fortunes, and their sa- 
cred honor, had fought and bled, side by side, in many a 
hard battle on land and ocean, severed our country from 
= British Crown, and established our national independ- 
ence, 
“The inhabitants of the slave States are sometimes ac- 
cused by their northern brethren with displaying too much 
rashiness and sensibility to the operations and proceedi 
ot Abolitionista. But, before they can be rightly judged, 
‘here should be a reversal of conditions. Let me suppose 
uiat the people of the slave States were to form societies 
subsidize presses, make large pecuniary contributions, sen 
‘orth numerous missionaries throughout al! their borders, 
and enter into machinations to burn the beautiful capitals, 
“estroy the productive manufactories, and sink in the ocean 
the gallant ships of the northern States. Would these in 
asary proceedings he regarded as neighborly and friend- 
Y, and consistent with the fraternal sentiments which 
should ever be cherished by one portion of the Union to- 
Wards another? Would they excite no emotion, occasion 
"0 manifestations of dissatisfaction, nor lead to any acts of 
cy violence? But the supposed case falis far short 
the actual one in a most essential circumstance. In no 
Coulingency could these capitals, manufactories, and shi 
rise in rebellion and massacre, the inhabitants of the 


frn States.» 
Eleven years ago the honorable Senator pre- 
dicted, as we see, that ** union on the one side 
would beget union on the other;”” he might have 


compromise is well nigh extinct, and all the hor- 


rors of civil war are almost upon us and in our | 


midst; now the honorable Senator beseeches us to 


|| be patient, and moderate, and kind; to trust to the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| mercies of those whose hearts seem steeled to all | 


the tender charities of life, and to remain inglori- 


ously inactive whilst the fetters of a degrading | 
thraldom are fixed upon our free limbs—and in- | 
justice such as no high spirited people ever bore | 


unresistingly is imposed upon us by those whom 


we have heretofore recognized as our friends and | 
| brethren. 
| said that when such evils as we are now experi- 
| encing should haye been realized, “ a virtual disso- 
| lution of the Union will have taken place.’’ 
|| were the precise words of my honorable friend | 

from Alabama, who said that a virtual dissolution | 
| of the Union had already taken place, in conse- 
| quence of what we have been fated to endure for || 
And yet the Senator from | 


The honorable Senator in the year 1839 


These 


several years past. 
Kentucky and others now discover this language 
to be decidedly offensive, and deserving of the 
harshest censures. Well, sir, whatever others may 


say or think, I feel bound to say, as I have often- | 


times heretofore said, that if the aggressions now 


threatened shail actually take place, or wrongs | 


heretofore perpetrated upon the South shall remain 
much longer unredressed, for one [ shall utterly 


despair of the Union. I will go further, and declare || 


it to be my solemn and deliberate opinion that, if 
California is admitted as a separate and distinct 
measure, without any compensation to the South 
therefor, it will be impossible for this Union to 
hold together six months longer. Let those who 


are driving the South to the last extremity look to | 


it; in a short time it may be too late to save the 
Republic from such scenes of carnage and of hor- 
ror as the history of civilized men has never yet 
recounted. 


Mr. President, I am justified by the course pur- | 


sued by the honorable Senator from Kentucky on 
this occasion in going somewhat particularly into 


his past history in connection with the subject of | 


slavery. In the early days'of young and bloom- 


ing manhood, the honorable Senator from Ken- || 


tucky was betrayed, as I think, into some gross 
but rather fantastical errors in relation to slavery, 
from which he has never been able to relieve his 
mind since. These errors seem to have been the- 
oretical merely; they were not of a nature, at any 
rate, so potential as to induce the honorable Sena- 
tor to emancipate his own slaves, or to persuade 
his neighbors aad friends to the execution of any 
such fanciful scheme of philanthropy. In subse- 

uent life he became known as a member, as 

resident of the Colonization Society, and as such 
has delivered more than one address, in which he 
has borne eloquent testimony to the evils of sla- 
very. On several occasions in Congress the hon- 
orable Senator has been known in former years to 
exhibit himself more or less as a decided disap- 


peeves of the system of domestic slavery in the | 


‘outh. Last summer he took another step, and 


recommended to the people of Kentucky, in a | 
deeply interesting letter, the adoption of a system | 
he publication of | 
this letter brought on a contest in that State, which | 
for several | 


of prospective emancipation. 


was waged heatedly and activel 
months, and not without some bloodshed; but 
which happily terminated in the utter defeat of 
this plan of emancipation. A short time since, 
the Free-Soilers of Obio, and I believe of several 
other States, held a convention at Cleveland, at 
which they adopted resolutions more objectionable 
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to the South than any which had antecedently ap- 
ared. A committee of this convention wrote a 
| letter to the honorable Senator from Kentucky, to 
| which he replied, approving fully the objects of 
their assemblage, and giving his assent to their 
general doctrines. Such was the predicament 
| of the honorable Senator when he came among 
us at this session; and what has been his course 
here? Why, sir, I feel bound to admit that the 
honorable Senator has been quite consistent. 
His first important movement was the introdue- 
tion of his resolutions of compromise. And what 
are these resolutions? Why, one of them is for- 
mally declarative of the hated Wilmot proviso 
peesipe; another brings in California; another, 
»y inevitable implication, asserts the power of 
Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia; another proposes to abolish the slave- 
trade in the District of Columbia. And all thisis 
to be conceded by the South without any com- 
pensating advantages whatever. am certainl 
nota great deal surprised that s.ch terms of ad 
justment should have been brow, > forward by the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, taking into 
consideration the events of his pubilre life already 
| referred to; but I shall certainly always remain 
unable to perceive in his resolutions any of the 
features of a genuine compromise. 

And what sort ofa speech was that by which 
these resolutions were accompanied? Why, sir, 
I undertake to say that there is more in the senti- 
ments and language of that speech to mortify 
southern sensibiiiues, to awaken dissatisfaction, 
and to provoke resentment too, as well among all 
who are not quite convinced as I am of the purity 
of the honorable Senator’s motives, than we find 
in any speech of professed Abolitionists, not ex- 
cepting even the far-famed Garrison, and Philips, 
and Douglass. Certainly no speech at all approxi- 
mating to this one of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky has ever been delivered before in either 
Elouse of Congress. I will not particularize; but 
I am sure that all who have read that speech will 
admit that | have done it but simple justice. 
Why, sir, a speech so replete with offensive doc- 
trine—so dogmatical and overbearing in its tone— 
so menacing in its spirit, no man but one possess- 
|| ing the moral prowess which so eminently distin- 
guishes the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
could ever have been able to enunciate. Iam sure 
that the honorable Senator from New York [Mr. 
ce a will never dure to deliver such a speech 
| here. The honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
| shire, [Mr. Hate,] with all that rhetorical hero- 
ism which he displayed among us the other day, 
would recoil from the utterance of much that feli 
with an easy grace from the lips of the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky; and the honorable gentle- 
|| man from Ohio [Mr. Cuase] | am confident is too 
moderate and forbearing in his temper ever to de- 
liver such a philippic as this against the whole sys- 
tem of domestic slavery, and against the efforts of 
the southern States of the Confederacy to protect 
| themselves against menaced aggreasions. Sir, I 
feel that no other member of the Senate besides 
the Senator from Kentucky could have pronounced 
| such a speech in the hearing of southern men 
| without calling forth a response full of indignation 
| and asperity. And yet we have listened to the 
honorable Senator’s harangue with coolness, with 
forbearance, with respect, and even with feelings 
of kindly allowance. Of all this the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky seems to be insensible; and 
he even complains that he has not been treated 
with fitting politeness by several southern Sena- 
tors, myself included. Let me beg the honorable 
Senator to consider calmly all the facts which I 
have stated; to bear in mind the harassment to 
which we have been subjected, the indignities in- 
flictéd upon us, the injuries so fiercely threatened, 
the horrors which are now clearly discerned in the 
future, and then let him tell me if he is not amazed 
at the meekness and moderation which has hereto- 
fore marked the demeanor of southern Senators to- 
wards himself? Let him, I pray, not complain of 
hatshness or incivifity, but be ready to acknowl- 
edge the most wonderful instance of self-restraint, 
amidst enormous wrongs and persecutions, that 
the parliamentary history of the republic has yet 
|| afforded. I hope that he willin future spare us all 
|| necessity for future complaint or censure. If the 
|| honorable Senator at all doubts the evil tendency 
|| of his resolutions and speech, ! beseech him to 
\| read a few of the northern papers. He will find 
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that both his speech and resolutions were repub- | 
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tucky will himself be constrained to feel the weighty 


lished with the warmest commendations, in all || and impressive burden of self-condemnation, and 
except a few of the ultra abolition papers, such as || lament in lasting sorrow his injudicious intermed- 


the Liberator of Garrison, whilst the honorable | 
Senator himself was most exorbitantly praised. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Will the Senator from | 
Mr. FOOTE, Certainly. 
Mr. DODGE. Mr. President, I wish to ask 
the honorable Senator whether he had seen and | 


| dling with questions, the ruthless agitation of | 
| which has awakened the most painful solicitude in 


| the mind of every true patriot. 
Mississippi allow me to interrupt him ? 1] 


read the caustic article in a late number of the | 


New York Evening Post, over the signature of 
John Jay; the writer of which—a northern man, 
and evidently one of no ordinary ability—takes 
up and argues the resolutions of the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Cray] seriatim; pronounces them 
all pro-slavery, and manifestly unjuat to the North; 
scouting the idea that they should be accepted by 
that section of the Unionasacompromise. Oflike 
tenor are many if not most of the comments that 
I have seen in the press from the East, where 
the anti-slavery feeling is strongest. I confess, 
Mr. President, when | read these bitter animad- 
versions from the North and East upon what I re- 
gard as the. patriotic exertions of the venerable Sen- 
atér from Kentucky to pour oil upon the troubled 
waters, and listen here to the merciless denunci- 
ations which both he and his resolutions receive 
from my friend from Mississippi, | could not but | 
feel for the Senator from Kentucky a sympathy | 
which nothing in his past history had awakened | 
in me. 

Mr. FOOTE. Yes, sir; I saw the letter of Mr. 
Jay, to which the honorable Senator from Towa 
refers. I read it from beginning to end; and I ac- 
knowledge it to be true that in this letter the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky is most discourte- 
ously, most bitterly, most mercilessly denounced. 
And he ia thus denounced chiefly because of his 
resolution in regard to the recapture of fugitive 
slaves, and his remarks in support thereof. But | 
this Mr. Jay is a single individual—he is evident- 
ly an Abolitionist of the most malignant stamp— 
and [should suppose him to be a man of but little 
influence over the minds of any not as infat- | 
uated as himself on the subject of slavery. But, 
sir, what is the letter of Mr. Jay, I pray you, 
compared with the whole northern Whig and 
Free Soil press ?. To show how the speech of the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky stands approved 
by the class of editors named, I will specify a 
single paper, and that shall be the Albany Evening 
Journal. This newpaper is edited by a gentleman 
somewhat celebrated in the country, known as 
Thurlow Weed, Esq. He is, as you well know, 
Mr. President, another of the * firm, unwavering 

. 5 
friends” of the honorable Senator from the Em- 





pire State, [Mr. Sewarp,] whose devotion to the || 





Abolition cause is so well known in the country, 
and who told us all, a few weeks since, that he 
knew no distinction of colors or races; that he 
respected and sympathized with the black man as 
strongly as he did with the white man, and who 
may be well recognized as the chief of the politico 
abolition factionists of tne North. The Albany 
Evening Journal is his acknowledged organ, the 
editor of which is a shrewd, intelligent, and acute 
man, whose avowed object, as I believe, is to ele- 
vate the honorable Senator from New York to the | 
Presidential office hereafter. Well, sir, this edi- 
tor was extremely delighted with the speech and 
resolutions of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and upon their reception bestowed both | 
upon them and their author the most unmeasured | 
encomiums. Now, sir, let me ask the honorable | 
Senator from Kentucky whether these facts do not | 
prove that the influence of his character and intel- | 
lect has been exerted with most deadly effect 

against the South at this crisis? I do not now | 
speak ot the honorable Senator’s intentions; but | 
the consequences of his acts here are too palpable | 
to be denied. Sir, I lament this state of things | 
most profoundly. 


orable Senator have been so potential in encour. 
aging the enemies of southern rights in the North, 
and in discouraging and paralyzing our friends 
there, (none of whom can safely concede more to 
the South than is claimed for i 


Mr. CLAY. A word or two only, Mr. Presi- 
dent. Ido not rise to prolong this discussion, 
from which I do not perceive that any profitable 
results are likely to accrue. With respect to the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi having a right 
to comment on my public conduct and career, I have 
never doubted it; I have never complained of it. 


I did complain that the honorable Senator should | 


describe the position of myself in relation to another 


Senator some days ago, and draw from our re- 


er by so distin- | 


orable Senator’s nature. 


spective attitudes certain conclusions. 


Mr. FOOTE. Willi the honorable Senator bear | 
_with me fora moment? He will find in my printed | 


speech, now lying before me, that | did not ques- 
tion his motives. 

Mr. CLAY. I know that. 
tor tell me what sort of intention is implied, when 


| one who is intimated to have been animated by 


corrupt purposes—as was intimated with regard to 
the other Senator—is dealing with me, conversing 
and conferring with me; and how I, as a man of 


honor, could listen to his language while making | 


such overtures 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senator will recollect that I 
commended him for not permitting himself to be 
made use of in this way. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLAY. I know the kindness of the hon- 
I have had abundant 
evidence of it; and it would be extremely difficult 
for him to make me think otherwise than that in 
all the private relations of life at least he is as kind 
as any other Senator in this body. But, let me 
put it to him, in that spirit of moderation in which 
he would address me. There was a Senator came 
to me this morning, (I will not tell whom—that is 





a matter between the Senator and myself,) and, || 


leaning over the banister at the back of my chair, 
we had a very long and interesting conversation 
upon the most important topics of the day, in 


which there were many things said not necessary | 


| or proper now to repeat. Now, suppose that some 


northern man had watched the motions of the hon- | 
' orable Senator from Miss 





I was just going to name him. [Laughter.] Does 


| the honorable Senator allow me to refer to him? 


he is welcome to proclaim it. 


Mr. FOOTE. Unquestionably. Will the Sen- 
ator allow me simply to say that I have nothing 
to conceal; | wear my heart upon my sieeve; and 
if there was anything illicit in“‘the language | used 


' man who would not be suspected of anything 


fraudful. 


Mr. CLAY. I was about to say, sir, that the 


| honorable Senator from Mississippi himself came 


to my seat this morning, and we had a very long | 
and interestirg conversation, and he spoke of the | 


ways and means of the delivery of our country 
from the difficulties which now surround it. Now, 


| suppose that any northern or southern man, hav- 


| ing watched the movement of the honorable Sena- 


| tor in coming over to me, should rise in his place 
| and impute motives which did not exist—make 


charges wholly unauthorized—would he not con- 


|| ceive it improper ? 


Mr. FOOTE. It would be very wrong. 

Mr. CLAY. Is it not improper for the private 
intercourse which may take place from time to time 
between any two Senators in this body to become 
the subject of public observation, and compose a 
part of the animadversions which Senators may 
choose to throw into their speeches? That is all 
I have to say upon that point. 

Now, with regard to the reference which the 
gentleman has made to a letter of mine addressed 
toa Free-soil Convention in Ohio during the past 


' summer; that is all fair, and 1 shall state what the 


I lament it, because Ido now | 


most seriously fear that the teachings of the hon- || tend the celebration of the anniversary of the pas- 


guished a slaveholding Senator as the gentleman | 
from Kentucky,) that | greatly fear that all hope || 


of perpetual adjustment and compromise is at an 
end. If this should turn out to be the case, I ap- | 
prehend that the honorable Senator from Ken- 


contents of that letter were. I was invited to at- 
sage of the ordinance of 1787; and | think I gave 
a very delicate rebuke to the parties sending me an 
invitation to the celebration of any such day. I 
said that it was the first time the day had been 
celebrated, although sixty years have elapsed 
since the passage of that ordinance. I added, and 
I add here and everywhere, that not one of them, 
that no man in the United States was more op- 

sed than I was to the introduction of slavery 
into any of the new Territories of this country by 





But will the Sena- | 


ah! I beg pardon, | 


I happen to be a | 


Y 
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ce ener 
oon enactments of law, and that I did not be 
ieve there existed, under the present state of < 
I conceive to be the laws of Mexico, any righ; = 
| the part of any individual to carry slaves “hen 
| That is what was in the letter. = 
|| The honorable Senator has chosen to go b 
| for a term of fifty years. I do not know that there 
|| is any great merit in ee a OFr Consistency oy, 
| the part of public servants. There is one ady 
| tage in it, which I will state. Ifa man is whiforn 
in his conduct, it can always be inferred Tene 
| new case or exigency arises, where he will be: 
|| but if he is perpetually vacillating, no matter wha, 
| may be the motives for the change of his conduct, 
| it is impossible to place him, Although, as an 
abstract truth, we may possibly allow that wher 
a man honestly changes his opinion, it is from an 
internal conviction of the error of that opinion the 
difficulty is in making mankind believe in his sin. 
| cerity for having done it. I therefore think jt js 
better, as a general rule for public men, that they 
_should never change their opinion unless on pal- 
| pable evidence, which all mankind consider as 
} 
| 








plain. 

I have made nochange. From the earliest mo. 
ment when L could consider the institution of alg. 
very, | have held, and I have said, from that day 
down to the present, again and again, and | shai 
|| go to the grave with the opinion, that it isan ey;| 

a social and political evil, and that it isa wrong ‘io 
| it respects those who are subject to the institution 
of slavery. These are my opinions. I quarrel 
| with no man for holding contrary opinions; and 
| it is perfectly true that in my own State, about 
this time last year, I addressed a letter to a friend 
_in which | suggested these opinions, and sketched 
| out what appeared to me might be a practicable 
| plan for the gradual emancipation of slavery in 
|| Kentucky. That letter I ¢’.. se to put on record, | 
knew at the moment when I wrote that letter a 
New Orleans, as well as I know at this moment, 
that a majority of the people of Kentucky would 
not adopt my scheme, or probably any project 
whatever of gradual emancipation. Perfectly well 
did | know it; but, sir, | was anxious that, if any 
one of my posterity, or any human being who 
comes after me, should have occasion to look into 
my sentiments and ascertain what they were on 
this great institution of slavery, to put them on 
record there; and ineffectual as I saw the project 
would be, I felt it was a duty which I owed to 
myself, to truth, to my country, and to my God, 
to record my sentiments. The State of Kentucky 
has decided as | anticipated the State would do. 
I regret it, but | acquiesce in her decision. 1 wish 
it had been otherwise; but I acquiesce in it most 
cheerfully, and no man hereafter will see me making 
any efforts there, or anywhere else, to disturb the 
deliberate decision of the Commonwealth, made 
after full consideration. 

Now I really should be much indebted to the 
honorable Senator for the sympathy which he felt 
for me, in respect to the recent attack, which | be- 
lieve has been in the newspaper which I think has 
been laid on the tables of all of us. But, sir, | de- 
sire the sympathy of no man—the forbearance of 
no man; | deat to escape from no responsibility 
of my public conduct. on account of my age, or 
for any other cause. J] ask for none. 1am ina 
peculiar situation, Mr. President, if you will ailow 
me to say so—without any earthly object of am- 
bition before me; standing, as it were, upon the 
brink of eternity; separated to_a great extent from 
all the earthly ties which connect a mortal with 
his being during this transitory state. 1 am here 
expecting soon to go hence, and owing no respon 
sibility but that which I owe to my own con 
science and to God. Ready to express my opin- 
ions upon all and every subject, | am determined 
to do so, and no imputation, no threat, no menace, 
no application of awe or terror to me, will be avail- 
ing in restraining me from expressing them. 
None, none whatever. The honorable Senator, 
if he chooses, may deem me an Abolitionist. be 
itso. Sir, if there is a well-abused man in th's 
country—if I were to endeavor to find out the man 
above all others the most abused by Abolitionisis, 
it is the humble individual who is now addressing 
you. The honorable Senator from Mississipp! 
does not perhaps see these papers as I do; but 
they all pour out from their vials of wrath bitter 
ness which is perfectly indescrible; and they . 
epithets into their papers, accompanied with al 
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not see them, they invariably take occa- 
these precious instances of traduction to | 
end their papers to me. I wish the honorable | 
Genator from Mississippi (Mr. Foore} could | 
have an opportunity of seeing some of them. 
Mr. CASS. I ; ; 
from Mississippi a bushel of them, if he will take 
} 


] should 
gon in 


the pains to read them; and I must say that the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky is about the best- 
abused man in all this Union, with perhaps but 
one exception. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLAY. Now, sir, when I brought for- 
yard this proposition of mine, which is embraced 
in these resolutions, 1 intended, so help me God, 
to propose a plan of doing equal and impartial | 
stice to the South and fo the North, so far as | 
“ould comprehend it; and [ think it does yet. But 
how has this effort been received by the ultraists? 
Why, at the North they ery out—and it is not 
that paper alone to which the honorable Senator | 
fom lowa (Mr. Dovce] refers, but many other 
apers also—they all cry out, ‘* It is all concession 
io the South.”? And, sir, what is the language in 
the South? They say, ‘* It is all concession to the 
North.’ And I assure you, Mr. President, it has | 
reconciled me very much to my poor efforts, to find | 


| 
} 
| 
| 


that the ultraists, on the one hand and on the other, || 


equally traduce the scheme I propose for conceding | 
everything to their opponents. 

The honorable Senator from Mississippi says I 
have not spoken in such fervent language, on this | 
occasion, as | did eleven years ago. Sir, I think | 
have employed as strong language as was suited to | 
the occasion, and the office | am endeavoring to 
perform to both sections of the Union. Did I fail 


toreproach the North with a violation of consti- || 


tutional duty with regard to fugitive slaves? Did 


| fail to go as far—further, perhaps, than any || 


other Senator on this floor—to reproach her also, | 
orto remind her, that this feeling was with her a 
sentiment of philanthropy and humanity only, 
while with us 1t was a feeling which involved the 
safety of our property,a question of life and death? 
But, sir, | will not take up the time of the Senate 
infurther discussing this matter. The resolutions, 
and the speech with which I supported them, are 
both before the country, and of them the country 
must judge. But, sir, 1 would ask the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi if he is conscious of the 
language which he used? He said, if 1 under- 
stood him aright, that when I addressed the Sen- 
ateona former occasion, instead of adhering to 
the interests of the South, | had gone over to the 
ranks of theenemy. Enemies! Where have we | 


enemies in this happy and glorious Confederacy ? || 


Mr. FOOTE. ill the honorable Senator from | 


Kentucky allow me to interrupt him for one in- || 


stant ? 
Mr.CLAY. Certainly. 
Mr. FOOTE. I certainly did not use such lJan- 


guage; and [| will say further, that if I had done 
so, it would have been grossly discourteous. 
What I said was, that the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky had used language which was highly 
calculated to give moral aid and encouragement to 
our adversaries. 

Mr. CLAY. . Well, sir, I am bound to take the | 





language as he says he used it, but | certainly did || 


understand him, on one occasion, to say so; and | 
| believe it was so understood by all around us. | 
I dare say it was not intended. ‘I merely meant | 


to say that |_know no foes, no enemies, no oppo- || 


nents, either at the North or at the South. I con- | 
sider us all as one family, all as friends, all as 
brethren. I consider us all as united in one com: | 
mon destiny; and those efforts which I shall con- 
nue to employ will be to keep us together as one | 
family, in concord and harmony; and above all, to | 





ecreenerene 


| of his yielding too much to our abolition enemies. 


The organ of the honorable Senator from New 
York is full of plaudits and commendations. I said 
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viso, she is willing to adopt California, and not 
before. She is willing to waive all objections of 
constitutional considerations, and to adopt a usur- 


| that the moral influence used by’ the honorable | pation. But, sir, { remember the debates that 
Senator from Kentucky was operating against the || 


produce the mischievous effects which are now 
arising from it. Sir, it is a fact connected with 
the history of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that when the emancipationists of his State 
commenced their severe struggle, which was notun- 
marked with scenes of blood—l repeat it, sir, not 
unmarked with scenes of blood—they sent out a 
large number of printed documents for the purpose 
of upholding their cause, and among them was a 
speech of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 


| the country free of all charge. The honorable Sen- 
ator puts himself to great, and, as I think, very 
| unnecessary trouble to state, and to continue sta- 


will yield to no threat. 
honorable Senator; | have not threatened him. 
Mr. CLAY. Oh no; I did not say so. 


say no more. 


Mr. BUTLER. 


I wish to make a few remarks 


cal truth requires that I should notice one remark 
tucky. Fle emphatically said, and repeated it more 


to anarchy by Congress, it becomes the duty of 
| Congress at this time to adopt her, with all the 
| irregularities and the circumstance of usurpation 
attached to her, into this Union, under what he 
calls a waiver of mere technicalities. Now, | put 
a question which I wish to go out with this de- 
bate. Who abandoned her? What portion of 
this Confederacy abandoned her? What mem- 
bers of this body refused to give her a govern- 
| ment—such a government as has been given to 
other Territories? 
here to provide that she should have a governor 
and judges, and a right to elect legislative councils, 
by whose votes was that bill defeated ? 
ern votes; and, I believe, by northern votes exclu- 
sively. When a compromise—known as the 
Clayton compromise—was introduced here, under 
circumstances which ought to have given to ita 
high consideration, by whose votes was that com- 
| promise defeated? By northern votes; and, I be- 
lieve, by northern votes exclusively. Sir, when 
a gentleman offered—under what is known as the 
Walker amendment—to extend to that Territory 


| fornia, who refused to give that measure their 


|| sanction? It was rejected by northern votes, and 


northern votes exclusively. When I say ‘‘ex- 
clusively by northern votes,”” | mean that there 
were no southern votes on this floor against the 


| to say that there were some, but a few, honorable 
exceptions in the North. The Senator when he 
speaks of the inhabitants of that Territory being 
sbandoned, must take it with this understanding, 
that southern people have heretofore been in favor 
of all the honorable compromises that have been 
| proposed throughout this controversy, and they 


to mortify the pride of any people who have a 
just appreciation of their rights; and yet they are 
now reproached for their ultraism! 

Mr. DICKINSON. I understand the honorable 
| Senator from South Carolina to say that the com- 
promise was defeated by northern votes exclu- 
sively. I wish to say that a motion to lay it upon 





avoid that direful day when one part of the Union || the table was made by a member from Georgia 


can speak of the other as an enemy. 

Mr.FOOTE. 1 must honestly declare that I 
will hold no alliance with Abolitionists with the | 
men who meet at Faneuil Hall and adopt resolu- | 
tions for the purpose of setting southern slaves at 
liberty. I do not recognize them as my brethren 
oras fellow-citizens. [look upon them as incen- 
‘aries, a8 unprincipled men, and as being only 
Worthy of our reproach. While I am on the floor, 
| will say, that 1 have no doubt the honorable Sen- 
tor from Kentucky has been denounced by the 
horthern press; but, with the exception of the | 
tiarrison presses, and those of a similar character, 
think the denunciations chiefly come from the 
sound tic press of the North, on account 


[Mr. Sreruens] in the other House. 

Mr. BUTLER. I was speaking of this body. 

Mr. CLAY. I did not g° 
say who is to blame for the condition in which 
California has been left. I did not go into that. 
Very likely my friend from South Carolina may 
be right in charging the blame upon the section 
which he has. But whether it be the North or 
the South who is in fault, the fact was what I 
have stated; and that fact was the abandonment. 

Mr. BUTLER. I but wished to give the true 
complexion of the history of the time. And what 
does the North do now? Why, she wishes to 
take advantage of her own wrong. After Cali- 
fornia has given her security for the Wilmot pro- 


upon this subject; and I think a regard to histori- | 


that fell from the honorable Senator from Ken- | 


} 
} 


1 can give the honorable Senator || interests of the South, without his intending to || 


Mr. FOOTE. That being understood, I will || 


| than once, that California having been abandoned || 





| measure before indicated; and justice requires me | 


When a bill was introduced || 


| 


the Constitution, and such of the fundamental || 
laws as were applicable to the condition of Cali- | 


|| serve it. 





were spurned under circumstances enough at least | 


into the question to | 


which was circulated in large numbers throughout || 


|| ing to the South too much. 


} 





took place upon this floor too well during the con- 
sideration of that treaty, and the exciting discus- 
sions which took place afterwards; and | marked 
those who denounced California most, and who in- 
dicated the remotest period when she should come 
into this Union. Such suggestions mainly came 
from northern gentlemen, and were acquiesced in 
by some of the southern Senators. Now, they 
overlook all such considerations, and are recon- 
ciled now to what then would have been consid- 
ered a violation of the Constitution. A people, of 
all others, whose situation requires to be assim- 
ilated to Anglo-Saxon institution, aliens, and 


| strangers, are to be paid, because they have ac- 
| commodated themselves under a duresse of seventy 
| votes, to take this Constitution; for, my word upon 
| ting, that he will submit to no menace—that he || 
I have not menaced the | 


it, if they had come here without that article ex- 
cluding slavery, you would have found northern 
Senators denouncing the whole proceeding as mon= 
strous and offensive. A free constitution without 
prohibition would have been opposed as yie!d- 

i must be per- 
mitted to say, that while the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky may not have intended his prop- 


| osition to have been a compromise, with a view 


to accommodate northern sentiment, it has had 
that effect, and has been adopted at the North, 
with remarkable unanimity, as the basis of the final 


| settlement of the slavery question; and well it may. 


His resolutions assert, what cannot be denied to 
the South, and recognize all that the North ever 
contended for. Under such circumstances, the 
one may well be quiet, while the other cannot and 


|| ought not to deserve reproach for manifesting a 


| natural sensibility under an exhausted patience. 


j 
| 


| 


| 





| 
| 








| adapted to the danger of the crisis. 
By north- || 


| Southern gentlemen have spoken freely, and will 
| continue so to speak. 


**Those that have ears to 
hear, let them hear.’’? Let not such trust to the 
deaf and the blind who cannot see the destiny be- 
fore them. The resolutions referred to are not 
I contend that 
the course of northern politicians left California to 


9 


| struggle for herself; and now that California, like 


a tired seaman, has reached the bank, these politi- 
cians have held out the hand of patronage. Such 
a tortuous and contradictory course may be sus- 
tained by the power of a majority, but should de- 
rive no sanction from justice and honor. I would 
not use the language of irritation or exasperation, * 


| for it can exert no good influence, in any aspect of 


the subject; but it may be surely allowable to use 
language that may repel reproach; and when it is 
the language of truth, let it strike those who de- 
It is not using terms too strong to say 
that political majorities have no other law, in effect, 
but that of selfish expediency; and it is under that 


| law that usurpation finds a sanction; and it is un- 


der the same law that one portion of this Confed- 
eracy has become unjust antagonists to another. 
If the stronger party give character to the history 


| of this contest, it will be by throwing odium on 
| the weaker party. Their very complaints will be 
| taunted as unworthy. 
| isa disposition to fix the fault on them for the 


It seems to me that there 


consequences growing out of the acts of others. 
Those who speak for the North in language of 
extenuation have the press to sustain them and to 


|| misrepresent the motives of the other party. What 


man who stands up for the rights of the South is 
sre in any newspaper north of Mason and 

ixon’s line? Not even in Washington have they 
the support of the press. When the usurpation of 
the inhabitants is spoken of and exposed, it is 
said that we interpose technical objections. To 
insist that it is the province of Congress to take 
the census, to assign boundaries, and to organize 
a government under which the people of California, 
like the inhabitants of other territories, might 
claim a right to be admitted into the Union, we are 
reproached of availing ourselves of narrow téchni- 
calities. Itis in the power of a mere majority to 


'make any provision of the Constitution a mere 


technicality. All impediments in the way of 
power may be luoked on as feeble technicalities. 
Sir, there is a fascination in success that wil! de- 
lude sometimes the etrongest minds. Here Cali- 
fornia is presented before us as a young State, in- 
vested with all the interests of success in formi 

her own constitution; and when it is replied that it 
is by usurpation and a breach in the Constitution 
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that 


she has made her way to our doors for ad- | 


mission, we are told that we should overlook these | 


things as pardonable irregularities—that broad 
views of policy alone should regulate our conduct. 
The provisions of the Constitution are to be over- 


leaped, under the suggestions of a broad and lib- | 


eral policy. I sincerely wish that California had 
been put under a territorial government. I do not 
say that under such a government she could now 
have claim to be admitted; but I do not know that 
her acts of self-government should place her ina 
better situation than she would have been under a 
territorial government. If she has been aban- 
doned heretofore, it has been by those who re- 


fused to extend to her the Constitution of the | 


United States and other fundamental laws. I 


have always been willing to give this protec- | 


tion; but it has been heretofore refused, for 


|| of this country, South Carolina and Iowa agree. 
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| opposed the miscalled Wilmot proviso, I have 








tween the extremes of the Union, as one who, | 
although opposed to slavery, has heretofore always 


anxiously hoped that some fair settlement or com- 
prcanie of this matter might be agreed upon. I 

ave therefore looked with favor upon the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Kentucky, and have 
hoped that they might form the basis of some 
happy measure that would restore good feeling in 
Congress, and enable us to transact the important 


| business affairs of the people for which we were 


sent here. Sir, I do not, I cannot regard the ad- 


| mission of California as a triumph over any sec- 


fear of giving the South some advantage in || 


the issue. 

Mr. HAMLIN. ' 
sideration of the subject be postponed till Monday 
next. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 


I move that the further con- | 


| slavery, I should have voted for it, if it had been 
I rise, Mr. President, || 


to defend myself as a northern man from the ac- | 


cusations of the gentleman from South Carolina, || 


{[Mr. Burter.] I have to say-that, as a northern || 
man, or rather as a Senator from a free State, I | 
have invariably voted, without flinching or hesi- | 


tation, for every proposition that has shown itself 


| compromises of the Constitution, and will vote soas 


within these walls having for its object govern- || 


ment and Jaw for the people of California. I || 


voted with but five others, for the bill so ably and 
zealously urged by the Senator from ‘Tennessee, 
{[Mr. Bexr.] 
friend and neighbor from Illinois [Mr. Doveras] in 
his almost superhuman efforts at the last session 
to give government, whether State, Territorial, or 
Executive, to our meritorious, but much neglect- 
ed fellow-citizens on the Pacific coast. 


I voted with and sustained my | 


I stood up | 


and voted for the amendment of my friend from | 


Wisconsin, [Mr. Warker,] long after the eleventh 
or twelfth hour, on the night of the 3d of March 


| patriots, true Americans, and devoted to the union 


| ored acherished son of hers, and one for whom 


last, by which the egis of our constitution and || 


laws was to be extended to the people of Califor. || 


nia, The gentleman from South Carolina, and 
those who act with him, were then willing to en- 
trast the President with the power to appoint all 
officers, of every name and grade, in and over 
California. 
tive usurpation then troubled him or them; but 
«now the President is assailed in no very measured 
terms for his conduct in reference to California. 


No fear of military power or Execu- | 


Now, sir, when the sovereign people have acted, | 


and have prohibited slavery in their constitution, 
their admission, as a State into this Union, is to be 
opposed on the grounds that improper influences 


|| devotion to the doctrines and opinions of the dis- 


have been brought to bear upon them to effect this 


result. 
The mission to California of Hon. T. Butler 


| earned for himself, by his talents, by his une- 
| qualled enterprise, by his courage and conduct 


King, of Georgia, figures largely in this discus- || 


sion, and other matters are lugged in, to try and 
show that the people of California have formed 
their government under some sort of military du- 
ress. 


Sir, it is a grave accusation, and those who | 


make or hint it, if they believe it to be true, ought | 
immediately to move an impeachment of Zachary | 


Taylor in the House of Representatives; and as a 
majority of that body and this are opposed to him 
politically, there would be no reason to apprehend 
that he would be treated with undue leniency. The 
charge is a criminal one, and if made, should be 
boldly made and accompanied by action in the right 
quarter. 1 do not believe it. [do not think that any 
power short of God could influence, by dictation, 
such a community as that constituting a majority of 
the people of California, I have not a shadow of 


sented us is their own spontaneous work, the em- 
bodiment of their own sovereign will. 
friend to the whole Union, and the Constitution in 


all its parts, I deeply regret the course taken by | 


the South in relation tot 
nia. 


e admission of Califor- 
Now that the question of slavery has been 


|| is also,I learn, from a slave State. 


Sir, as a | 


decided within her limits by that tribunal from | 


which, under our form of posernments there is no | 


appeal, every section of the Union ought, in my 
humble judgment, to acquiesce. 4 

Mr. President, if | know the sentiments of the 
State which | in part represent, and my own, I am 
quite certain that we are noi fanatical on this vexed 
question of slavery; that we are not for infringing 


| 
} 
{ 


| 


i 


/to his present high position, was an emigrant 


| and in North Carolina, his ancestors have proba- | 


California | am strengthening the bonds of the 


‘ 


doubt that the constitution which they have pre- | 


tion of the Union, nor do I think it should be so 
esteemed by any one. Why, sir, upon almost 
every question of governmental policy—barring 
the question of slavery—which divides the people 


We certainly do upon the great questions of tariff 
taxation, the currency and others. And, so help 
me God, if the people of California had sent their 
constitution here without anything said in it about 


the last act of my life. I have ever believed that 
they had the right to decide this question ofslavery 
for themselves, and I believe they have decided it 
in accordance with the public and almost universal 
sentiment among them. Above all, I believe the 
men whom they have sent here will adhere to the 


to save the Union from the hand of incendiarism. 
I know those gentlemen. I welcome them with the 
right hand of friendship, because | believe they are 


of these States. Why, Mr. President, [ am utter- 
ly lost in amazement when I hear gentlemen get 
up here and declare that the South has been ez- 
cluded from all participation or influence in the 
formation of the government of California. No, 
sir, no; she has nob. I ask the gentleman if South 
Carolina has not been favored and honored by the 
people of this young State? She has, sir, hon- | 


she has shown her regard in time past—John C. 
Frémont, a man who, though young in years, 
and unaided by adventitious circumstances, has | 


under the severest trials to which human nature 
can be subjected, a reputation wide as the re- 
public of letters. His colleague, Dr. William 
M. Gwin, from Mississippi, is a gentleman of ac- 
knowledged talents, who if more distinguished 
for one political tenet than another, during his 
many years of active participation in the politics 
of the State whence he emigrated, it was for his | 


tinguished Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Ca.tuoun.] Governor Burnett, whose recent no- | 
ble message reflects so much honor both upon 
himself and the people by whom he was elevated 


from Missouri, and a native of Tennessee, where, 


bly been patriarchal slave-owners ever since ne- 
groes were brought to this continent. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. And the Secretary of State 


Mr. DODGE. Yes, and I have been told a 
large majority of their officers. Sir, lam consoled 
with the sincere belief that when I vote to admit 


Union; that her representatives will be conserva- | 
tive in everything that relates to the preservation 
of our present happy form of government. They 
are as good men, and perhaps more deserving, than 
many who now hold seats in the other, or even in 
this Lnath of Congress. I look for good service 
and harmonious coéperation from them in the set- 
tlement of all our difficulties. 

Mr. BUTLER. I only stated that when 1 
spoke of its having been defeated by the northern 
votes, I spoke of the territorial bill. I must say 
that the honorable Senator from lowa came into 
the measure. When I spoke of its being defeated, 
I said ‘‘ mainly by the North,’ because there were 
exceptions. ‘They were defeated by a preponder- 
ance on that side. That was enough for me; at 
least the votes were that way. ‘Then, with re- 
gard to another remark, it is scarcely necessary 
that I should say anything; for I paid a compli 
ment to those gentlemen the other day, that, so 





on 


upon the rights of the people of any of the States, || far as their personal character is concerned, | can 
Sir, as a middle man, standing as | thought be- || rely upon them perfectly. 


ceedings, not for the purpose. of oce 
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’ 
I rise at this stage of the a 





nn 


Mr. HALE. 


attention of the Senate, but to wie ee the 

. + Question 
which has been asked by the Senator from So 
Carolina. He says he wants the question rr 
out with this debate, and I want the answer io 
out also. He says that we defeated the ad miss; , 
of California last session of Congress. Now em 
answer that I want to go out with this question ; , 
that during both sessions of the last Congress th 
House of Representatives passed bills providing 4 
territorial government for the people of Califyr,, 
both of which were defeated upon this floor be 
cause the Senate would not consent to hase sen 
territorial government in California, unless jt leh 
open the door to slavery. That is the history o¢ 
it. [am not i y 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire allow me to remind him that he ig 
deeply wronging his friend from New York, (Mr 
Sewarp,] who notoriously claimed, in a certain, 
letter of his, sometime ago commented upon her. 
that he alone defeated the measure in question, an¢ 
that before he had gained a seat among us?. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know to whom the hop. 
orable Senator from Mississippi alludes; at any 
rate, I leave my friend to take care of himself, and 
the truth of history to take care of itself, 

Mr. FOOTE. ill the honorable Senator give 
way for a moment. : 

Mr. HALE. No, I cannot give way. Before 
I sit down I want to say one word to the honora. 
ble Senator from Mississippi. I do say that | join 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky in proiest. 
ing most earnestly 

Mr. FOOTE. Do you join him? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, [ join him in this matter: 
and that is, in protesting most earnestly against 
these inferences being drawn from the social inter. 
course which may take place here, because, being 
of a social npereneny myself, and somewhat in 
the habit of talking to my neighbors around me, 
if such a rule as this is to be adopted, I shal! my- 
self be suspected of fanaticism. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I will only make 
a single remark. I differ with the honorable Sen. 
ator who has just addressed the Chair. I care not 
who may watch my movements; I care not who 
watches everything | do; for, having “mens 
conscia sibi recti,’’ I shall feel perfectly indifferent 
to all wrong interpretations. I am not surprised, 
though, that the honorable Senator should dislike 
to be watched; but I intend to watch him notwith- 
standing. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HAMLIN then moved that the further 
consideration of this subject be postponed until 
Monday next. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. DICKINSON _ I will make one remark, 
which I think will be agreeable to both sides of 
the house. I move that the Senate do now ai- 
journ. 

The question was taken, and the Senate ai- 
journed. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 21, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. BURT rose and addressed a remark to the 
Speaker, of which the reporter scarcely heard 4 
word; but its purport was understood to be, that 
yesterday a number of reports from committees 
were prevented from being received by a motion 
that the House resolve itself into Commitice 0! 
the Whole on the state of the Union. He now 
rose to insist on the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER thereupon proceeded to call the 
committees for 


REPORTS. 


On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Committ 
tee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 
the further consideration of the memorial of sv’ 
dry citizens of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvs 
nia, for the relief of the surviving officers and so 
diers of the late war with Great Britain, and " 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. S., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Susan Yarn, the widow of John Yarn, 


and it was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions 
On motion by Mr. 8., the same committee w# 
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gischarged*from the memorial of the legal repre- || 
native of John Jackson, and it was referred to 
he Committee on Naval Affairs. 

" Mr. Goopenow, from the Committee on Revo- | 
ationary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 


the heirs’ of Joshua Eddy, deceased, which was |, 


read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- || 


mittee of the Whole, and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow, and the bill, and report ac- 
companying, ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. GOODENOW, the Com- 


from the further consi eration of the petition of | 
Joseph Carter, for a pension for his services 
during the revolutionary war, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported the fol- 
iowing bills; which were severally read twice by 


cheir titles referred to the Committee of the Whole, || 


and made the order of the day for to-morrow, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin | 
Smith; and 

A bill. for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Bartlett Hinds. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of Marcus Spaulding; 
lie on the table and be printed. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 


Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill to authorize certain 
persons entitled to bounty land to dispose of the 
same by testament. 

The bill having been read twice by its title— 

Mr. MORSE asked that it be put upon its third 
reading. 

The bill having been read through— 





Mr. MORSE urged at some length the propri- |. 


ety of passing this act, inasmuch as there were 
now before the Committee on Private Land Claims 
a large number of cases, wherein persons entitled 
to bounty lands, having no forced heirs within the 
meaning of the act, have disposed of their land by 


testament, and he desired an expression of the || he would vote against the bill; but he thought it 


sense of the House upon the principle. 

If the House would pass the bill, it would re- 
lieve the committee from much labor and investi- 
gation, and, by adopting the principle, it would en- 
able the Commissioner of the Land Office to apply 
the law to the particular cases. When the bill for 
raising the additional military force was undergo- 
ing discussion, it was then urged that the soldiers 
should have the right to dispose of their land; but 
it was thought at that time that it would be best to 
prohibit them from disposing of it, lest they might 
fall victims to the rapacity of sharpers who would 
prey upon their appetites and their necessities. 

If there was any force in the argument at that | 
time, it has ceased to exist at the present time. 
Probably before this, all those heirs of soldiers 
have received the land, and it is now the desire of 
the committee to enable the soldiers who have re- 
ceived kindnesses from strangers to pay not onty 
a debt of gratitude, but a real debt. The first sec- 
tion of this bill enables the soldiers to dispose of, 
for the future, the bounty land to which they are 
entitled. The second section provides that where 


ment, the disposition shall be held a good and a 
valid transfer of said land, any act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

This bill does not call for any appropriation 
from the Treasury, but only changes the mode 
of disposing of the land, and he trusted’that the 
House would not commit the bill, but pass it now. 

Mr. BURT expressed his regret that he felt 
himself Sbliged to oppose the motion made by his 
honorable friend from Louisiana—and his opinion 
that the reasons assigned by the gentleman for that 
motion were insufficient. Our laws bestowing 
bounty lands upon the lineal descendants of sol- 
diers, went one step further than his friend from 

uusiana supposed, and gave the right to bounty 

nds to the father, mother, brothers and sisters of 
the deceased soldier. He well remembered that 
when the act was under consideration in this 

Ouse, it was the policy of Congress not to per- 
mit those who stood ina more remote degree of 
relationship to the soldier to take the bounty pro- 
vided for him by this Government. {t must be 
obvious to the House, tha this bill, if it became a 
law, would totally repeal these humane and benev- 





which was ordered to || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


olent provisions of law which gives bounty lands | 
| to an aged mother or an aged father, a sister or a 


brother—to those for whom the soldier was under 
some obligation te provide; and it would enable 


the soldier, at his caprice, to deprive these near _ 


relatives of the bounty which it had been the pol- 
icy of our laws to give them in case of the decease 


| of the soldier himself. 


| some of the cases referred to by the gentleman 


|| from Louisiana, [Mr. Morss,] these cases had 
mittee on ee eenie Claims was discharged | 


better be presented to the House upon their par- 
ticular merits and become the subject of special 
legislation. 

He concluded by moving to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CARTER inquired if the bill was suscepti- 
ble to amendment at this time? 


The SPEAKER. 


| the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 
Mr. CARTER appealed to Mr. Burt to with- 
draw his motion to refer, to enable him (Mr. C.]} 


| to move an amendment, pledging himself to re- 


new the motion. 
Mr. BURT accordingly withdrew the motion. 
Mr. CARTER moved fo amend the bill by in- 
serting before the word ‘‘testament’’ the words 


| the last will and.” 


He very briefly explained that the object of his | 


amendment was to confine the transfer by the sol- 


| dier to his expiring act and to prevent the repeal, | 
|| which the bill as it now stood would effect, of for- || 


| mer provisions of law preventing the plundering 


of the soldier. 
He renewed the motion to refer the bill to the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 


| the bill was confined to those cases where the sol- | 


Mr. VINTON inquired of Mr. Morse, whether 


| dier had no heirs? 


Mr. MORSE replied. that it was not; and briefly || 


| referred to and explained the provisions of the bill. 


Mr. VINTON said, he was not prepared to say 


| ought not to be acted upon by the House without 


| deliberation. 


| South Carolina, and go to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union; and that when 


' they came to act upon it it would be fully dis- 


cussed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, said that, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Private Land Claims, he 
wished to say a few words in favor of the passage 
of this bill. There are numerous cases before the 
committee, wherein it is shown that soldiers, bro- 


ken down by disease or crippled by wounds, have | 


returned from Mexico, and have been humanely 


| and carefully nursed by friends, and even stran- 
| gers, and who have finally died of disease there 
| contracted, or wounds received, and who before 
their death, supposing they had a right so to do, 
| have devised their right and title to their bounty 
| lands to those who had been their nurses and 


guardians in their last sickness. Some of them, 


| at the time of their death, had fathers or mothers, 


; | wives or children, or those kindred whom the law 
this bounty land has been disposed of by testa- || 


granting bounty lands provides shall succeed to 


| the rights of the deceased’ soldier; and some of 


them had no such kindred living. 
In the first case, although they had such kin- 


| dred, yet they deemed it but just that those who 


had so kindly cared for them, and had watched 
by their sick bed, and would smooth their dying 
pillows, should receive this Jittle bounty—their last 


Not at this time—pending | 


He hoped, therefore, that it would | 
| take the direction proposed by the gentleman from 
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‘ raise for a limited time an additional military force, 
‘and for other purposes,’ may dispose of their rights 
* to the same by last will and testament, made in 
‘conformity with the laws of any State or Terri- 
‘ tory where the same shall be executed.” 
_ The second section provides ‘* that in default of 
| ‘ such heirs as are created forced heirs by the aforesaid 


|| ‘ aet, any testament so made ious to the 
He submitted that if there was great merit in |, ’ previ passage of 


‘ this act, shall be deemed a good and sufficient transfer 


\| ‘of all right and title to land granted by the provisions 


| ¢ of “7 approved the eleventh day of February, 
* 1847. 

The bill guards against the disturbance of any 
|| rights to bounty land where the certificates have 
| been issued. Where they have not been issued, 
| and where there are no such heirs as the law con- 

templates, the bill provides that in such cases de- 
vises heretofore made shail be valid and effective. 
| From the number of cases occurring, and before 
the committee, they are anxious for an expression 
| of the opinion of the House on this question. If 


|| it goes into the Committee of the Whole, | fear 
|| that it will never be reached; and if it is, eventually, 


| the committee in the meantime must continue theit 
| labors in the examination of cases, and in making 


|| reports to the House; all of which would be use- 
| less should the House finally pass this bill—the 
| justness of which I believe 
| seriously question. 


no member will 


Mr. MARSHALL said: I perceive no propriety 
in delaying the passage of this bill, by referring it 
to the Committee of the Whole, to take place at 
the foot of the calendar where it may never be 

reached. The principle of the bill extends to the 
|| soldier a privilege which is enjoyed by —- citi- 
|| zen—that of passing real estate by last will and 
} testament—no more. It is said by the gentleman 
|| from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] that we should be cau- 
|| tious not to interfere with the rights of property, 
| and therefore should take time to look to pecu- 

liarities which may exist in this bill. ‘The gentle- 
|| man need entertain no apprehension of any ruse 
under the verbiage of the bill. We cannot inter- 
fere by legislation with rights already vested under 
the law. A volunteer who has died or fallen in 
battle could not pass by devise his equitable claim 
|| to bounty land; but, eo instanti the breath was out 
of his body, the right to the land vested in his 
‘| heirs in the order of legal succession. No law 
|| ean retroact so as to divest the tide and pass it to 
‘| adevisee. But there is a class of cases, not pro- 
|| vided for by existing law, which the committee of 
|| which | am a member designed to reach by this 
' bill. That class consists of soldiers who have no 
| heirs within the limitations provided by the acts 
| heretofore passed. Many such have, in ignorance 
|| of the law, already devised their claims; and their 
|| devisees are petitioning Congress to-day to give 

these devisees effect. Is it not just that they should 
'| be permitted to dispose of their claims? You of- 

fered to the citizen the land bounty for his military 
| service. ‘Take a case: A and B fall side by side 
‘in battle. A has children, ora mother, or brothers 

and sisters; these obtain his land. B has neither 
|| brother, nor mother, nor kindred within the legal 
|| degree living. He had a kind uncle who protected 
|| his orphanage and extended to him the care of a 
| parent, and his dying wish turned to that bene- 
|| factor of his youth as the object on which he de- 
|| desired to confer all he left on earth, Your law 
|| stops the exercise of this proper desire. Is that 
‘| law just?) We think not, and attempt by this bill 
|| to rectify the policy the Government has pursued. 
|| I might multiply illustrations of the principle we 
|| would enforce and the want of principle we would 
|| supply; but if the mind has grasped that I have 
| already used, the task would be useless con- 


and the only gift in their power, to remunerate, in || sumption of your time. We think the gentleman 
some degree, the expenses incurred in their behalf {| from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] is mistaken im 


and the care and kindness bestowed upon them. 
Such a disposition is in harmony with the generous 
spirits of our gallant soldiers who gathered such 
a harvest of glory for their country and for them- 
selves on the fields of Mexico. 


|| the view of the legislature which passed the laws 
|| in question. He supposes the bounty was de- 
! signed for the families of the soldier. We think 
|| it was designed for the soldier himself; and we do 
|| not perceive a good reason for the interference of 


In the other case, when the soldier had none of | Government to prevent him from disposing of his 


those kindred whom the law now provides shall 
succeed to the rights of the soldier, many instances 
have occurred where, by will, claims to bounty 
land have been devised, out of feelings of gratitude 
for the kindness bestowed and expense incurred 
“in their last sickness. 
The first section of the proposed bill provides 
that ‘‘ the soldiers entitled to beunty lands under 
‘the ninth section of the act entitled ‘* 4nact to 


|| property according to his pleasure any more than 
|| exists for preventing other citizens from the exer- 
cise of the same power. For instance, A and B 


| having served in the war, having esca death 





from the perils of battle, or the effect of climate, 
return to the United States. A flies to the pension 
office, procures his land warrant and his patent. 
| He can devise his land then to whom he thinks 
| proper. B has rested upon his rights, or from 














some cause has been delayed in the procurement 
of his patent. Should he have no heirs, and die 
before the patent issues, ought his claim to be lost 
entirely? Under existing laws it would be. 
will not consume more time. My opinion is, and 
my desire is, that you shall pass the bill without 
delay, a.d therefore shall refuse to refer. 

Mr. BURT briefly replied to Mr. Mansnatt, 


further explaining and vindicating the policy of 


the existing bounty land law as designed to pro- 
tect the soldier and prevent others from obtaining 
from him while under the influence of his appe- 


tites or necessities, for a mere sous, the bounty of 


the Government. 

He opposed present action upon the bill, and in- 
sisted upon his motion to refer it to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, which, 
he said, he believed precluded debate upon the 
merits of the bill. 

The question was taken by tellers, [Messrs. 
Hay and Ricuarpson,} and decided in the affima- 
tive—ayes 76, noes 45. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, made an adverse report on the 
petition of James Crawford; which was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. MORSE inquired if it were in order to 
make the bill the special order? 

The SPEAKER said; only by unanimous con- 
sent. 

{[Mr. Wison declined to vote, stating that he 
had paired off with his colleague, Mr. Hisparp.} 


HOMESTEADS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked leave to 
make a report from the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures, (that committee having heretofore been 
ealled.) 

Leave having been granted, 

Mr. JOHNSON introduced a bill of the follow- 
ing title: A bill to provide a homestead of 160 
acres of the public domain to every man who is 
the head of a family and citizen of the United 
States, or every widow who is the mother of a 


minor child or children, who may become perma- 


nent occupants or cultivators of the soil. 
The bill was read a first time by its title. 
Mr. VINTON rose and objected. 


had no right to report a bill to dispose of the pub- 
lic lands. If it had that right, the Committee on 
Public Lands might as well be abolished. 

Mr. CARTER inquired of the Chair if the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] was in order? 

The SPEAKER said, that the question was one 
for the House to decide. The Chair could not 
decide it. 

Mr. TOOMBS seconded the objection raised by 
the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Vinron,] and also 
urged the propriety and necessity of confining the 
committees ot the House to their appropriate 
duties. 

Mr. JOHNSON proceeded to remark that the 
proposition involved a question of public expedi- 
ency, and was, therefore, properly within the 
range of duties prescribed to the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, when 

Mr. WHITE rose to a question of order. He 
submitted whether it was in order to debate a re- 
port which had been male by unanimous consént. 

The SPEAKER said this report had been made 
y unanimous consent, but that when before the 

0 





use, it was precisely in the same position as if 


it had been made in the regular call of the com- 
mittees, 

Mr. BURT inquired whether the bill had been 
read twice? He had only heard it read once. 


The SPEAKER said it had been read once 


° 


be twice read before debate could arise upon it. 
When it had been twice read, then, with 
respect to the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. 
Jounson,} he (Mr. B.) should move that the bill 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The SPEAKER said that, so far as his expe- 
rience extended, the question was a novel one. 
When the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Joun- 
son} had reported the bill, it was read by its title, 
thus informing members of the character of the 
bill. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Viwron] 


, 








He submit- 
ted that the Committee on Public Expenditures 


nly. 
Mr. BURT then submitted, as a point of order, 
that debate was out of order; and that the bill must 


reat 


| 


| 





En 








then made the 


port. : 
the House and not for the Chair to decide whether 
the subject was within the jurisdiction of the 
committee. The Chair considered that asthe now 


point of order, that this subject | 
| was not within the jurisdiction of the Committee | 
| on Public Lands, and objected to receiving the re- 


The Chair had then stated that it was for || 


' 
| 





| correctly settled; and it must be decided 4 


pending question—whether the bill should be re- | 
ceived asareport from the Committee on Public Ex- | 


penditures. That question must be decided under 


the rules of the House. The committees had charge | 


of certain matters referred to them by the rules, and 
of matters referred to them by the House. Their 
jurisdiction was limited to these two points; and 
the House must decide, in view of them, whether 
the report should be received or not. 

Mr. BURT, (to the Speaker.) Was not the 
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specially referred to them? This is 
|| important principle, and should be 


_in three ways only. Ist. By general or unanim, 


given; 3d. By or through a legitimate report 
| committee. 


gentleman permitted to rise and make the report ? || 


The SPEAKER assented. 


Mr. BURT. ‘The House received the report, 


and I submit that no debate can arise until after | 


the bill shall have had its second reading. After 
the second reading, I shall move its reference to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman would be 
right in his point of order, but for the interven- 
tion of the objection of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vinton] to the reception of the bill. The 
unanimous consent under which the bill was re- 


ceived puts it upon the same ground as if it had || 
It is for the 


been presented in the regular call. 
House to decide whether or not it will receive the 
report. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jounson] either had or had not leave 


cannot be enforced. 


Feb. 2] ; 


parliamentary proceedings, and that 
any one of the standing committees of 
| has power to originate and report bills wpon an 


i, whether 
this House 
subject which has not been either generally go, 
promptly and 


Chair just-es similar cases touching the inusdee 


tion of bills are decided. Bills can be introduced 
ous 
tiee 
of a 


consent; 2d. By leave of the House afier jo 


f a bill is offered in any other way, it 
is for the Chair to decide that its reception js ous 
of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON said it was evident that the 
gentleman from Ohio who raised the question, hag 
raised it as a question of order. If it was an 
question at all, it was, as the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Stepnens} had stated. a question of 
order. And as it was the duty of the Chair wo 


|| preserve order, it was the province of the Speaker 
‘| to decide this question in the first instance, 


The SPEAKER. That is the point raised by 


_ the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sreruens.] The 

| Chair in the first place desires to hear the ground 
|| upon which the gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. 
| Jonnson] puts this bill as a report from the Com. 
|| mittee on Expenditures? 


Mr. JOHNSON proceeded to argue that the re- 
port fell legitimately within the scope and range of 
the duties of the Committee on Public Ex pendi- 


‘| tures, as laid down by the rule, and even upon the 
_ principle asserted by the gentleman from Georgia, 
| (Mr. Srepuens.] 


| to make the report. If he had leave, the objection || 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does notentertain || 


the point of order of the gentleman from Ohio as 
being to the point, that the report should not be 
received. The objection of the gentleman does 
not go to that point. 


But the leave having been || 


granted, the gentleman from Tennessee obtained it || 


only for the purpose of making a report, which | 
would have been a legitimate report from that | 
The gentleman | 
having made the report, the gentleman from Ohio | 
raised the ame that such a report could not | 


committee, if it had been called. 


be legitimately made from that committee. And 
this question the Chair submitted to the decision 
of the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a point 
of order. He said he submitted to the Chair 


must decide, and not leave for the House to deter- 
mine. The question was a novel one it was true, 


and the interest he felt in the correct settlement of 
it had no reference at all either to the character or |! 


merits of the bill reported from the Committee on 


might be a good one; he had not inquired into its || mind of the Chair. 


Mr. J. read the rule, and was proceeding with 
his remarks, when— 

Mr. DUER rose to a question of order. He 
submitted that this debate was notin order. 

The SPEAKER said it was not legitimately in 
order, but the Chair had indulged it because the 
House had acquiesced. ‘There was an important 
principle involved in the question, but if debate 
was objected to, it must be arrested. 

Mr. DUER objected to further debate. If the 
Chair would decide the question [Mr. D. sai} 
an appeal could be taken, and then, if debate was 
in order, it could proceed. 

The SPEAKER. It was clear to the Chair, at 
the outset of this matter, that tne House should 
decide whether it would receive the report or not. 


| The only difficulty with the Chair was, how this 
'| question was to be presented—in what form. Upon 
whether there was nota matter that the Chair || 


| | 


reflection the Chair is of opinion that it is for him 
to decide whether or not the report is on a subject 
legitimately within the jurisdiction of the Com- 
mittee on- Public Expenditures; and that the 
House, upon appeal, can decide whether or not 


the report shall be received. This is the only 
Public Expenditures by the chairman. That bill || parliamentary mode which presents iiself to the 


It being the duty of the Chair 


details; but the question now under consideration || to decide, it is his opinion that the report made 


is, whether it can be brought before the House in 
this way. Can any committee of this House 
report a bill on any subject which is not referred 
to them,either b 
set forth in the 
of the House? 


on them by therules of the House, or some special 
order. By the rules of the House the general du- 
ties and powers of the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures are enumerated and set forth in the 89th 
Rule, which is in the following words: 


} 
89. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures to examine into the state of the several public | 


departments, and particularly into laws making appropria- 


tions of money, and to report whether the moneys have | 


been disbursed conformably with such laws ; and also to re- 


port, from time to time, such proivsions and arrangements | 
as may be necessary to add to the economy of the depart- | 


ments and the accountability of their officers. 


Now, under this rule, certainly that committee 
could not pretend to claim and take jurisdiction 
over the matter embraced in the bill the chairman 
desires to report. If not, they must show some 
Pee order or direction of the House requiring 
them to take the subject-matter embraced in the 
bill under their consideration, with authority to 
report. Has such special order of the House been 
given? If so, let it be shown. 
— that none such had been passed. And 

ence the question is narrowed down to a single 
principle of very grave and great importance in 


He took it for’ 





| 


| 


| 


the general orders of the House | 
ouse, or by some special order | 
He submitted to the Chair wheth- | 
er any committee could originate a bill or meas- | 
ure upon any subject, which is not thus devolved | 





by the Committee on Expenditures is not a report 
on a subject referred to them by the rules or by the 
action of the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON appealed from the decision, and 
was about to make some remarks. 

The SPEAKER stated that the appeal was not 
debatable. 

Mr. JOHNSON. How can the House decide 
upon the character of a bill when its contents have 
never been read ? 3 

The SPEAKER. The provisions of the bill 
must conform to the title of the bill, and the title 
has been read. But the entire bill can be read if 
the Houise should so decide. 

Objections were made. 

The question, ‘Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?” was then 
taken and decided in the affirmative without 4 
division. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

And the bill was not received. 

THE BIRTH-DAY. 

Mr. THOMAS, as a tribute of respect to the 
birth-day of George Washington, moved that 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. ; 

Mr. CONGER asked the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. 

And the motion was agreed to. 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, the House 
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1850. 
wed itself into Committee of the Whole on | 
eee of the Union, (Mr. Born, of Kentucky, | 
sp chair,) and resumed the consideration of | 
he resolutions referring to the appropriate ¢om- | 
; ines the several subjects embraced in the annual 
mivsage of the President. | 
Mr, BISSELL obtained the floor, and occupied 
it for an hour, in defending the North against the || 
charge of aggression upon southern rights and in- | 
| 

1} 

1] 


ii 


vests. He maintained the reverse, insisting that || 
ihe free States, although they had the power to | 
event it, had permitted, since the organization 
of the present Government, the admission into the 
Union of nine slave States to eight free States— | 
pad assented in the acquisition of Texas, and her | 
reception Into the Union with a territory equal in | 
extent to six of the largest of the old slave States. 
He expressed his determination to maintain, at all 
pazards, the union of the States. [The speech will | 
be found in the Appendix.) 
Mr. BISSELL having concluded— 
Mr. WINTHROP obtained the floor, but yield- | 
ed for a moment to | 
Mr. FEATHERSTON, who said that, at as | 
early a date as possible, he should submit some | 
remarks on the part which the Mississippi, as well || 
as other regiments, had taken in the events to || 
which reference had been made. And he would || 
make such statements and submit such facts as || 
were sustained by the reports of the commanding |] 
officers and by the record. 
Mr. SEDDON desired the fluor for a few mo- |, 


| 


ents. j 
"Mr. WINTHROP declined to yield, remarking | 
that he did not expect to occupy the whole of the | 
hour, and that the gentleman could then have an || 
opportunity of making his remarks. 

Mr. WINTHROP then addressed the commit- | 
tee, chiefly in vindication of himself from assaults | 
made upon him in various quarters, and incident- i 
ally in explanation of the principles by which his | 
course would be governed in relation to the one || 
great question now before the country. The re- 
marks of Mr. Wintnrop, of which a report will || 
be given hereafter, were twice responded to by | 
very emphatic marks of approbation from the | 
House and the galleries. [His speech will be 
found in the Appendix.) 


Mr. WINTHROP having concluded— || Foreign Affairs, explained the nature of the bill. 
Mr. MILLSON, of Virginia, obtained the floor, || He stated that the subject had been before the 


but yielded for a few moments to 
Mr. ROOT, who said: | had not the pleasure of | 
hearing all the speech of the honorable member from 


Massachusetts, (Mr. Winturop,] but from what |! bonds, which it was the purpose of this bill to can- 


I did hear of it, Ll suppose he had, before I en- 
tered the hall, been charging me with doing what 
he has done—dodging. That I have sometimes | 
been absent when important votes have been | 
taken, 1do not deny. And who has not? It is 


impossible for a member of this House to be || 
always present, when it is in session, and yet || 


attend to his other duties. But, sir, I defy that 
member to point to a single instance in which I 
have done, as he admits he did, dodge. At the 
close of the last session, I did refuse to vote on the 
resolution tendering the thanks of the House to 
him. 1 did not think he had been impartial, and 
yet knowing his constitutional infirmity and pre- 
disposition to favor swell heads, I thought he 
could not help it. But that resolution was no part 
of our business; ® was a mere compliment which 
I thought undeserved, and, therefore, would not 
give. And yet I had no wish to wound the gen- 
leman’s feelings. 
_l rejoice that doughfacery has found a voice. 
Now that it has screwed its courage up to the 
speaking point, we may reasonably hope it will 
come up to the voting point ere long. 

Virginia for his 


I thank the gentleman from 
courtesy. 

Mr. MILLSON then took the floor; but, after 
afew prefatory remarks, yielded to a motion that 
the committee rise. 

The motion having prevailed, the committee 
rose and reported. 

Mr. BAYLY made a motion that the House do 
how adjourn; but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. HILLIARD, who expressed to the House 
& wish that they would take up and consider a 
bill from the Senate, now lying upon the Speaker’s 
lable, intended to relieve the bondsmen in the case 
of the steam vessel of war built in New York city 
for the Germanic Empire, which vessel had been 
detained by this Government, and the bonds 
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cuted the two bonds as stated in the bill—condi- 


alluded to given, that she would not be used to | 


| violate our neutrality laws. 





_ tioned that the war steamer United States, sold by 


Objection was made by several gentlemen; and | the petitioners, and to be delivered to the agert of 
A motion was made to adjourn; which was put | the German Empire at the port of Bremerhaygn, 


and decided in the negative. Then, 
On motion, the House proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the business on the Speaker’s table. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


| munication from the State Department,transmitting, | 


in obedience to the act of the 20th April, 1818, ana 


| 





i} 


in Germany, should not be used to cruise or com- 


mit hostilities against Deumark, in the Schlesavig- 
Holstein war, or against any other country at 
peace with the United States. The petitioners 
also represent the vessel has not been so used, and 
that the conditions of the bonds have been faith- 


| year 1849, the rate of compensation, &c.; 


| State, transmitting a statement of the manner in | 


| of the several funds under the control of that de- 
| partment; which communications were severally 
| read; and, || 


|| by its title with a view to reference. | safely cancelled. 


| him to say, when this bill came before the House | 


| vessel of war against any power with which the 
|| United States was at peace. The bonds were 


— kept. 
resolution of the 13th January, 1846, a list of the || git ene wore? om The ee 
clerks employed in that department during the | “C.CSWis War broke out in the spring of 1848, to 
|, which ee y= he became 
athe |; parties and principals. n the 26th of August fol- 
Also, a communication from the Department of lowed the Souiaties of Malmoe was signed, and 
| the war was not renewed until the frst of March, 
|| 1849. In the previous month of February, during 
| the pendency of the armistice, the war steamer in 
question was purchased upon the condiuon stated, 
in the harbor of New York, where, with the per- 
‘ mission of the Executive authority of the Govern- 
Ciuitaamas of Wart eat Poot referred to the | ment, measures were taken to fit Ge out as a war 
Alen, a conimunication from’ the War Depart: steaner. In the meantime, (March Ist,) as we 
ment; transmitting, in compliance with the resola- | have already seen, the war was renewed, and the 
hess of the Blau Of the-Gth inetnits a‘ commun! Executive directed the collector of customs at New 


cation from the Topographical Bureau, covering a | York to detain the vessel watil security should be 
Genie 6f hb vest ant danns of Vicbtadian’ J. H. || Btven that she should not be used to violate our 
oe Ly P Sees Accordingly the bonds in question 


Simpson, of the corps of ‘Topographical Engineers neutrality, east Nir hin Pe 
of the route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to Sania || ¥°"® executed, IED Lis PERE Sach of PONOER: 
OE ia New Meéxice: which ; : || Since the war has been suspended a second time, 
. : oon > 8 al | by the armistice signed on the 10th of July, 1849 
On motion of Mr. BURT, was referred to the with a preliminary projet of peace, after the im: 
portant batile of Ecker; érde. The vessel has been 


Committee on Military Affairs and ordered to be || 
| delivered, according to contract, at the port of 


printed. 
SENATE BILLS. || Bremerhaven; and ample proof is furnished, b 


The joint resolution for the relief of John || numerous depositions, many of them by Ameri- 


which the contingent fund of that department had 
been expended; and showing the disbursements out 


| Hogan, coming up in order, was read twice by its || can citizens, tht she has not been used in viola- 


title and referred to the Committee on Foreign tion of our neutrality. The reason which prompted 
Affairs. _the Executive to require the bond has ceased to 

The act for the relief of Conrad W. Tabler, || exist—the bond itself has performed its office—it 
Leopold Bierwirth, and Theodore Victor, was read || is funclus officio, and may be very properly and 
Unless it be cancelled, the 
steamer must be in a manner worthless to her 
owner, as she cannot be used in any war now or 
| hereafter against any nation at peace with the 
| United States, without a forfeiture of the penalty, 
which is certainly neither desirable nor required 
by our neutrality. If the bond be invalid, then 
| for that reason there can be no objection to its 
committee, and that although they differed as to || cancellation. As an act of courtesy, too, to her 
the views of the report he had prepared, yet they || German minister, Baron Roénne, who was just 
were unanimously in favor of cancelling these || retiring home, there was a motive for passing it 
| without delay. . 

At this time the call for the previous question 
became general, and Mr. McC. submited that 
motion. 

The previous question received a second; and 
the question then being, ** Shall the main question 
be now put?” it was determined in the affirma- 
| tive. 

The bill was then -read the third time, when, 

On the motion of Mr. HILLIARD, and under 
the operation of the previous question, it was 
finally passed. 

On motion, the House then adjourned till Mon- 
day next. 


Mr. HILLIARD asked that the bill be read a 
third time and put upon its passage 

After some remarks of a conversational charac- 
ter, in which several members participated — 

Mr. WOODWARD, of the Committee on 





/cel. The committee had unanimously instructed 


for considerauun, that they recommended its pas- | 
| sage. Mr. W. then fully explained the circum- 
| stances of the purchase of the war steamer by the 
| agents of the Germanic Empire, of its detention 
| by the American Government, and the nature of 
| the bonds entered into Ly the gentlemen named 
in the bill, that the vessel should not be used as a 


| such, that although the causes which then existed 
| to render them at all necessary had passed away; 
yet, unless they were cancelled, the vessel could 
never be used for the purposes of war under any 
circumstances which might hereafter arise. He 
expressed a wish that the bill be put upon its pas- 





NOTICE OF A BILL, 

Mr. GREEN gave notice that on to-morrow, or on some 
subsequnt day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill to au- 
thorize the relinquishment of school lands in Certain cases, 
and We selection of ot hers inlieu thereof. 





| 

| 

| sage. 

Mr. HALL expressed some objections to hasty 

| action on the bill. He waa not fully satisfied, if 

the bonds were unconditionally cancelled, that the 

| parties might not hereafter bring in a claim against 

| the United States for damages for the detention. 

| Mr. McCLERNAND said, he believed the 
bill had been passed in the Senate by a unanimous 
vote. Its subject had received the careful consider- 
ation of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 

House, and it was but due to his friend from 





PETITIONS, &e. 

The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees, viz: 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: A petition from citizens of 
Chicago, for the free navigation of the river St. Lawrenec, 

Also, from citizens of La Saile county for the sume pur- 

ee 


Also, from citizens of Chicago for two-cent portage. 
Also, from citizens of La Salle county for the same pur- 


e. 

"o Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of '44 citizens residing 
at and near the harbor of Cunningham’s Creek, in Ohio, 
praying for an appropriation for completing aud repairing 
the public works at that peint. ; 

By Mr. HALL WAY: The petition of William R. Har- 
per an@ 69 others, i for cheap postage. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petitions of 300 citizens of Au- 
burn, New York, tor the reduction of po. tage to two cents 
per half ounce on prepaid letters. 

Also, of 56 citizens of Caynga and Seneca c unties, 
New York, for the same purpose, and to aboli-h the fauk- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: Concurrent resolutions 
Legislature of the State of New York on the abo- 


South Carolina [Mr. Woopwarp] to say, that he 
had prepared a very able and elaborate report upon 
the subject, which he was ready to submit. 
Mr. McC. hoped it would be submitted, in order 
that it might be preserved as a valuable public 
document—it exhibited our neutral rights and 
obligations in a very interesting light. 

e bill is ba upon the memorial of Con- 
rad W. Fabier and opold W. Bierwirth, of 
the city of New York; who represent that they, 
—— with one Theodore Victor and William 


edding, as agenf for the German Empire, exe- |! of the 
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i} ete eee 
ition of slavery in the District of Columbia, and against || referred to the Committee on the Territories, and 


the extension of slavery into free Territories. 
By Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of Seth Fish and 49 | 


others, citizens of the city of New York, praying Congress || 


to @duce the rate of postage to two cents per half ounce 
on prepaid letters. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: A memorial of 
288 citizens of Pennsylvania and New York, for a mail | 
route from North East, in Pennsylvania via Greenfield, | 
Penneyivania, Mercer, New York, to intersect the Erie and 
Jamestown route at or near Orlando Durkee’s, in Chatauque | 
county, New York. 

Also, three memorials of citizens of Pennsylvania, for a 
mail route from Lettersburg, Clearfield county, via Paxata- 
way, Snucksburg, and Rural Village, to Kittannay, in the | 
State of Pennsylvania. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania for a mail 
route from Pitusville, Crawford county, Pennsylvania, to 
Columbus, Warren county, Pennsylvania, via Rome, Spar 
ta and Eldred. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, for a 
mail route from Emberton and Clarion, for a mail route to 
Taunton Village, in Pennsylvania. 

Also,a memorial, signed by D. B. Long, and 70 other 
citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, praying for an al- 
teration of the existing tariff laws. | 

By Mr. WILMOT: a petition, signed by 35 citizens of || 
Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, asking for a reduction 
in the rates of postage. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: the petition of 244 citizens of | 
Florida, Montgomery county, New York, praying Congress 
to establish a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one 
cent on newspapers, and two cents on each prepaid letter | 
of half an ounce, for all distances, and for other correspond- 
ing reforms, 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Col. James 8. Swear- 
ingen, Col. John MeDonald, and W. Marshall Anderson, 
for himself and other heirs of the late Duncan McArthur, 
Brigadier General of United States Army, praying Congress 
to grant them so much of the public lands for services per- || 
formed by them, and those they represeat, in the war of 1812 
and °}3, as may be right and proper. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of the heirs and distribu- | 
tors of Col. Win. Wilson, for commutation of half pay. 

By Mr. POTT&K: The petition of Andew Burns and 
others, citizens of Wood county, Oho, for the survey of | 
certain public lands in Lucas and Ottawa counties. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Jeremiah Ireland, | 
of Skowhegan, in the county of Somerset, and State of | 
Maine, praying remuneration for injuries received in the | 
fast war with Great Britain. 

Also, the petition of William D. Gould and 112 others, 
citizens of Norridgewock, in the State of Maine, for cheap 
portage. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of citizens of Southport, | 
Wiseonsin, for the reduction of letter postage to a uniform | 
rate of two cents on each letter. | 

Also, another petition of citizens of the same place, on the | 
same subject. 

Also, the petition of R. O. Brown and 35 others, citizens || 
of Burlington, Wisconsin, asking Congress to reduce letter 1} 
postage to a uniform rate of twe cents each. | 

Algo, the petition of the merchants and business men of | 
Eikhorn, Wisconsin, praying the reduction of postage on || 
letters to a uniform rate of two cents for each half ounce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the northwestern valley 
of the Lakes, asking for the free navigation of the St. Law- 
rence. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The resolution of the Legislature of | 
the State of New York, in favor of establishing a branch of 
the mint of the United States in the city of New York. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of John L. Noyes and | 
23 others, citizens of Providence, Rhode Island, for a reduc- 
tion of postage to two cents on prepaid letters. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of the heirs and distribu- 
tors of Colonel William Nelson, for commutation of half 
may. 
: By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Colonel James 8. | 
Swearingen, Colonel John McDonald, and W. Marshall An- 
derson, for himself and other heirs of the late Duncan Mc- 
Arthur, Brigadier General, in United States Army, praying | 
Congress to grant them so much of the publie lands, for | 
services performed by them, and those whom they represent, |) 
in the war of 1812 and 1813, as may be rightand proper. 1] 

By Mr. BURROWS: Concurrent resolutions of the Senate 
and Assembly of the State of New York, in favor of the | 
oe of a law establishing a mint in the City of New 

ork. 

Also, the petition of Peter Saxe and 67 others, citizens of | 
Yates, Orleans county, New York, asking Congress to es- | 
tablish the rate of postage on prepaid letters at two cents || 
per half ounce. || 

Also, the petition of the officers, teachers and students of || 
Yates Academy, Orleans county, New York, asking Con- || 
gress to reduce the rate of postage on prepaid letters. | 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Thomp- || 
son, Connecticut, for reduction of postage: Of citizens of | 
Killingly, Connecticut, for the same object. 

By Mr. JOHN A. Ki 
of Oysterbay, New York, in favor of two cents prepaid 
postage on letters, and for the abolition of the franking || 
privilege. i 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of J. H. Goodrich and || 
33 others, of Hancock, Massachusetts, in favor of estab- 
lishing the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents | 
per half ounce. 


| 
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IN SENATE, 
Trurspay, February 21, 1850. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the joint resofutions || a. 


j 
| 
i 
| 


j 
j 





ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial of D. 
Hartwell Carvers, asking of Congress the confirm- 
ation of his title to a large tract of land, one hun- 
dred miles in every direction from the Falls of St. 
Anthony, on the Mississippi, purchased by his 
grandfather of the Indians before the revolutionary 
war, and now in the Territory of Minnesota, the 


| title confirmed and the deed recorded at London, 


|, in the Plantation Office, in the year 1768; which 


was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 


Mr. JONES presented a petition numerously 


| signed, as he said, by some of the most respectable 
citizens of Keokuk, in lowa, urging on Congress 
| the passage of a law reducing the rates of postage 


| working telegraphs. 


to two cents on all prepaid letters of one half 
ounce; which was referred to the Committee on 


| the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a petition, numer- 
ously signed by citizens of New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, asking that the rates of 
may be reduced to two cents on all prepaid letters 


| not exceeding half an ounce; which was referred | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads. ; 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of Ed- 


ostage | 











ward Everett, of Illinois, asking an appropriation | 
for testing certain improvements which he claims | 
to have made in the modes of constructing and | 


among other advantages of his system, that a 
much greater amount of intelligence can be trans- 
mitted. through the same wire in a given time; that 


an individual can learn to operate in a very short | 


time, when compared with the great practice ne- 
cessary to attain the requisite skill to transmit in- 
telligence with facility by the means now used, 


thus diminishing the liability to error, each letter | 


being formed by mechanical means with an accu- 
racy difficult of obtainment by the hand alone; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, a memorial signed by 250 citizens of IIli- 
nois, asking that the public lands may be granted 
in limited quantities to actual settlers not possessed 


of other lands; which was referred to the Com- | 
| mittee on Public Lands. 


Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 


the United States, residing in the valley of the | 


Northwestern Lakes, asking the adoption of 
measures for securing the right to the navigation 
of the St. Lawrence river; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of the 
legal representatives of William Jamesville, asking 
cempensation for property destroyed by the ene- 


| my during the last war with Great Britain ; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Also, a petition from Ephraim Larrabee and 


| others, of Baltimore, engaged in the manufacture 


of shoe lasts, asking that the patent right under 
which they manufacture, may be protected from 
foreign violation; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a memorial from Seth Adams, of Zanes- 
ville, Ohio, who says he is now 83 years of age, 
and was among the earliest settlers in Ohio, be- 
fore it was a State, asking to be indemnified for 
spoliations by the French prior to 1800, and urging 
that Congress take early measures for the adoption 
of the same, as hope deferred, maketh the heart 
sick; which was referred to the select committee 
on the subject. 

Also, a petition of the faculty and students of 


|| Franklin College, Ohio; two petitions from citi- 
NG: The petition of the inhabitants || zens of Lehigh county, Ohio; and two petitions 
| from citizens of Licking county, Pennsylvania, 


asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
were severally referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, interested in the manufacture of 
iron, asking an increase of duties on foreign iron; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
king a reduction of the rates of postage; which 


of the Legislature of the State of New York, in 1 was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


city of New York, which were read and laid on 
the table. 

Also, the joint resolutions of the Legislature on 
slavery and kindred subjects; which were read, | 


favor of the establishment of a branch mint in the | 








and Post Roads. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 


Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of 


The memorialist sets forth, | 








|| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Affairs, to which were referred the d 





SSS 
Walter Colton, a chaplain in the cai, 


5 f n ie 
compensation for services rendered selene 


incurred under certain appointments j iforn; 
subniitted a report, which was nen 
ar Sot by a = to make compensa 
ion alter Colton, which was re . 
to a second reading. ad and passed 
Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
relation to the claim of Francis B. Siithion ne 
allowance of expense incurred in going to i 
don by order of the commanding officer, made m 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered . 
be printed. 7 
Iso, from the same committee to wh 
referred the documents in relation to the claim of 
Purser Francis B. Stockton, for the allowance ot 
expenses of a ball given on board the United 
States frigate St. Lawrence, made an adverse ro. 
port on the same; which was ordered to be 
printed. 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Margaret Carmick, widow 


ich Were 


| of Major Carmick, late of the United States Marine 
|| Corps, submitted an adverse report on the same: 
' 


which was ordered to be printed. 
INCREASE OF THE COMMISSARIAT DEPArr. 


MENT. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit. 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred go 


| much of the President’s message as relates to mil. 


itary affairs, reported a bill to increase the com. 
missariat of the United States army; which was 
read, 

Mr. D. asked that the bill might be read a sec. 
ond time; and the bil was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That there be added to the Subsistence 


Department four commissaries of subsistence, with the 
rank of captain, to be taken from the line of the army. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, | 
ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to the 
passage of this bill at this time. 1 will merely 
state that I have a letter from the Secretury of 


|| War, and one from the Commissary General, both 


of whom approve the bill. 1 will read these let- 
ters, as they will explain the case better than I can 
do it otherwise. The letter of the Commissary 
General states that— 


“The addition of Oregon, California, Santa Fé, and 
Texas to our territory, compels me to ask an increase of the 
number of officers in the Subsistence Department. Each of 
these military commands requires the presence of the Com- 
missariat, and from no point occupied by my officers can 
one be spared for these duties. 

“ During the past year I was compelled to ask the detail, 
for duty under my orders, of several officers of experience 
from the line of the army. The necessity for such assistance 
is of a permanent character, and [ would theretore respect- 
fully ask that there be added to the Subsistence Departiwent 


|| four Commissaries of Subsistence, with the rank of captain, 


to be taken from the line of the army.” 
The letter from the Secretary of War accompa- 


nies this, and recommends to the favorable con- 





| sideration of the Committee on Military Affairs 


the report from the Commissary General of Sub- 
sistence, setting forth the necessity for an increase 
of the number of officers in this department, and 
asking the addition thereto of four commissaries 
of Subsistence. 

I will state that the four officers which it is pro- 


| posed to add will be taken from the line of the 


army. Officers are now employed by detail in the 
performance of this duty, and ‘it is proposed to 
transfer to that department officers of the staff, by 
which companies will be discharged from the ser- 
vice by detail, and have their full complement of 
officers in the line of the army. It adis no officers; 
but, by the transfer of officers to this department, 
there will be 1 promotion of supernumerary 
officers to the places made vacant by the transfer. 
I hope the bill may have the unanimous consent 
to its consideration. 


Mr. HALE. I object. 
Objection being made, the bill was not further 
acted upon. 


BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. FOOTE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained- leave to introduce a bill to amend an act 
entitled ‘An act to establish the territorial gov 
ernment of Oregon,” and ‘ An act to establish the 
territorial government of Minnesota; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


JAPAN AND THE ORIENTAL NATIONS. 
Mr. HAMLIN moved to take up the resolutions 
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submitted by him on the 16th ultimo; which mo- 
tion was agreed to, and the resolutions were read, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 

municate to the Senate such information or particulars 
as may have come to his knowledge, reapecting the deten- 
tion, imprisonment, and barbarous treatment, by the Japan- 
ese Imperial and Provincial authorities, of American seamen 
who have the misfortune to be shipwrecked on the coast 
of Japan, and its dependencies, which are now frequented 
py a large American whaling fleet in the peaceful pursuit of 
their lawful enterprise. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be also requested 
to communicate to the Senate such recent and reliable in- 
formation, in the possession of the Department of State, as 
relates to the Independent Oriental nations, and their capa- 
pilities for a profitable American commerce; and that he 
report on the expediency of the appointment of a special 
diplomatic agent or commissioner of the United States, to 
be vested with authority to open amicable relations and 
make commercial treaties with the sovereigns of those 

ons. 

mneeoloed, That the Secretary of State be further request- 
ed to report to the Senate whether the treaty between the 
United States and his Majesty the Xing of Siam, of the 20th 
March, 1833, has not been violated by the King, in the mo- 
nopoly by his majesty of the trade in several of the staple 
products of thatcountry, and which may require the inter- 
vention of our Government in order to place our commercial 
intercourse with that kingdom, abounding in all the ele- 
ments of a profitable commerce, upon a proper footing, and 
stipulate for the residence of a United States Consul at 
Baukok for the protection of American citizens and their 
lawful commerce in Siam. 


Mr. HALE. I want to inquire of the honora- 
ble Senator from Maine if this resolution does not 
ask the opinion of the Secretary of State about the 
propriety of establishing a diplomatic agent at Ja- 


an? 
7 Mr. HAMLIN. © Itsimply calls for facts which 
he has in his possession. 

Mr. HALE. We have had this subject before 
us many years. It strikes me that there are ob- 
jections to the language of a part of the resolutions. 

Mr. KING. I move to strike out that portion 
of the second resolution which requires the Secre- 
tary of State to report on the expediency of estab- 
lishing a special diplomatic agency at Japan. 

The amendment was agreed to, and other mod- 
fications were made which that am@ndment ren- 
dered, necessary, and then the resolutions as 
amended were adopted. 


RESCUE OF THE CALEB GRIMSHAW. 


Mr. SEWARD moved to take up the following 
resolution, submitted by him on the 24th ultimo, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire and report concerning the propriety of giving 
toCaptain David Cook, of the British barque Sarah, some 
suitable token of the approbation of Congress of his gallant 
and humane conduct in rescuing the passengers, officers 
and crew of the American ship Caleb Grimshaw, destroyed 
by fire on the Atlantic ocean, and bringing them in safety to 
the port of New York. 

Mr. Sewarp modified his resolution by changing 
the committee from the Committee on Commerce 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations; and, as, 
modified, it was adopted. 


RESOLUTION. 


Mr. FELCH moved that the Senate take up the || 


resolution submitted by him on the 30th ultimo. 


which motion haviag been agreed to, it was adopt- | 


ed, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of causing to be pre- | 
pared and printed a collection of the official instructions, of | 


a general character, which have been issued from time to 


lune relative to the disposal and sale of the public lands, to- | 


gether with the official opinions of the Attorney General on 
questions arising under the land Jaws, and a compilation of 
the Spanish laws and regulations for the sale and donation 
of land, so far as the same apply to territory now owned by 
the United States, 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT sstated that there 


he sundry adverse reports upon the Secretary’s 


e. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved that they be taken 
up for consideration; which motion was agreed to. 

The adverse reports from the Committee on 
Claims in the case of certain clerks in the Adju- 
tant General’s office, on the petition of J. Downs, 
on the memorial of James Robertson, on the me- 
morial of James Wilson, surviving partner of 
Wm. Wilson & Sons, the caliuacla of John H. 

ton, and on the claim of Dr. B. F. Mullen; the 
adverse reports from the Committee on the Public 
Lands on the memorial of Charles Byrne, on the 
petition of Robert Butler, on the memorial of citi- 
zens of Kaneville, lowa, asking a grant of land, 
and on the memorial of Hall J. Kelly: the adverse 
report from the Committee on the Judiciary on the 





| court of western Louisiana; the adverse report 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs on the me- 
'| morial of George Hervey, un behalf of the owners 


j 


| the adverse report from the Committee on Foreign 
| Relations on the memorial of Abigail Shaler Still- 

well; and the adverse report from the Committee 
' on Printing on the memorial of Wendell & Van 
ao were severally taken up and concur- 
red in. 


INDIAN TITLES IN OREGON. 


| On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate 
| took up the bill authorizing the aeons of 
| treaties with the Indian tribes in the Territory of 
Oregon, for the extinguishment of their claims to 
| lands lying west of the Cascade Mountains, and 
| for other purposes. 

| Mr. BELL moved to fill the blank in the sixth 
| section with the sum of $25,000, as the amount to 
| be appropriated to carry into effect the provisions 
of the act. 


the operation of the bill? 

Mr. BELL. The Senate will observe that the 
tract of country lying west of the Cascade Moun- 
| tains, and extending down to the Pacific coast, is 
in itself a very extensive country, extending from 
| 42 to 49 degrees of latitude, and of various wdths. 
The whole of this extensive tract of country is in- 
habited by numerous Indian tribes, many of them 
| very small in numbers, but others more extensive 
| —some of them having two, three, and four hun- 
dred warriors. There are scattered over the coun- 
try some ten or twelve tribes. The knowledge we 
possess upon this subject fs not very accurate, 
being derived mainly from the observations made 
| by those who have resided temporarily—some of 
them for two or three years—within the Terri- 


tory. 
Tine precise locality of these numerous tribes is 
not known. There are many small tribes that 
live principally by fishing, others in part by hunt- 
ing, others subsist in part on the supplies which 
have been received heretofore from the Hudson’s 
Bay Company in the course of their trade. Some 
of them, as you are aware, are of a peaceable dis- 
position, acquired by long habit and intercourse 
with the American and British traders, principally 
the British. Others of them are wild and fierce 
in their temper and dispositions, requiring a good 
deal of discretion and prudence in their manage- 
| ment. 

One or other of these tribes lying west of the 
Cascade Mountains sets up a claim to every por- 
tion of the territory. The inhabitants complain 
that they have been there several years, and com- 
| pelled by necessity to make improvements and 
| form settlements, yet not one of them can say that 

he has a perfect title to an inch of the soil he oc- 
cupies. Te is indispensable, therefore, that the 
| question of Indian titles should be settled in some 





| way or other. 

This bill provides that the President shall ap- 
point one or more commissioners, who, | hope, 
|| will be gentlemen of sound discretion, of business 
| habits, and acquainted with the Indian character, 
and the interests and policy of the Government in 
|| relation to the Indians. The bill provides that 
they shall form treaties at their discretion, and if 
|| they find it practicable, that they shall remove all 
these small tribes east of the Cascade Mountains, 
and leave the whole of this most desirable portion 
of the territory open to the white settlers from 
the States, and to the possession of the inhabitants 
now there, on the best terms which they can pro- 
cure. If they find that impracticable, they are to 
remove such portion of the tribes as they can, and 
procure the accession of territory as extensively 
as they-may, on such terms as they may think 
proper and reasonable under the circumstances. 

he discretion allowed to these commissioners 
is of ngeéssity pretty large. I'he Senate will per- 
ceive that, from the great distance at which the 
territory is situated from the seat of government, 
and the uncertainty of communication, which can- 
not often be made in less than four or five months, 
it is impossible that the details of the government 
of the STerritories should be under the immediate 
superintendence of the Executive Department here, 
and carried on by means of frequent instructions 
to the commissioners, Whatever policy may be 
‘| adopted by the commissioners in their treaties with 











Mr. DICKINSON. Will the Senator expla.r | 


| and consignees of the British ship James Mitchell; | 
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memorial of Caleb Green, clerk of the district the Indians, it will be submitted to the revisin 


ower of the Executive and Senate of the Unite 
tates, so that no difficulty is apprehended on that 
ground, 
Another feature of the bill is the change it pro- 
ses in the policy of the Government in the regu- 
ation of the Indian tribes. It is one which, when 


| first suggested to the committee, seemed to require 


| some consideration. 
| it, and they thought there were sufficient grounds 


| intendence of the 
| principally on account of the great distance. 


The committee did consider 


for adopting a new posey in relation to the super- 
ndian tribes in Oregon, and 
The 


same element of consideration regulated the com- 


mittee in reference to this provision of the bill 
which governed them in the discretion given to 
the commissioners in regard to the removal of the 
Indians. Not only are these tribes west of the 
Cascade Mountains to be governed and controlled— 


| some of whom are large, wild, and fierce, together 
| with smaller tribes more subdued and civilized in 





their feelings and habits—but the territory east of 
the Cascade Mountains is also inhabited by nu- 
merous tribes, and in addition is subject to be 


| hunted over and intruded upon by the wild tribes 
| from the Rocky Mountains, the peaceable dispo- 
| sitions of whom have to be cultivated by careful 


attention to their wants, their supplies, their trade, 
and whatever else is customary in the policy of 


| the Government in conciliating such tribes. 


Heretofore, as the Senate knows, the 


olicy 


‘has been to unite the superintendence of Indian 


affairs in our territories with the official duties of 
the governors, making the governor ez officio su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs. The committee 
were unanimously of opinion that the considera- 
tions which I have suggested—the great impor- 
tance of attending constantly to the dispositions, 
not only of the tribes west of the Cascade Moun- 


| tains—but also of the wilder tribes that roam over 


the eastern portion of the Territory—such ‘con- 


| stant supervision and vigilant attention to the dis- 


positions of these tribes would require the exclu- 
sive and undivided attention, throughout the whole 
year, of some one of competent knowledge and 
ability, of business habits, and understafiding the 
Indian character, in order to secure the objects of 
peace and prevent the necessity of those collisions 


| between these wild tribes and the settlers, which 
_ lead so often to wars, and the indefinite expense 


consequent thereon, and which will be more apt 
to lead to them than heretofore, on account of the 


| immense distance of the territory. 


The committee thought that the institution of 


this separate superintendence would be a measure 


settlers in this Territory. 


of economy, as well as give peace and quiet to the 
It is contemplated also 


| to give the superintendent a large discretion. A 


provision of the bill gives him the power, urder 
the control of the Executive, of assigning at his 


| discretion to each of the agents that may be ap- 


pointed, the charge of such portions of the Indian 


_ tribes and such localities of the Territory as he may 


| deem expedient. 


In relation to the separate duties of the Govern- 
ment of the Territory, the Governor of that Ter- 
ritory, where there are so many atfairs public in 
their character, as well as local in their interest 
and importance to the people of the Territory, re- 
quires to be invested with large discretion; and 
being situated at so great a distance as three or 


| four thousand miles from the seat of Government, 


he would have his hands full to attend to the af- 
fairs which appropriately belong to his depart- 
ment. 

It has been suggested to me that the morning 
hour has expired, and that the honorable Senator 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Mitier,} is entitled to 
| the floor. It would therefore be better, perhaps, 

to postpone the further consideration of this sub- 
| ject until to-morrow morning. 
_ Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not think it will occa- 
sion any debate, or occupy much further time. 
| Mr. BELL. Very well, then, I will not fur- 
| ther detain the Senate, as | have given all the ex- 
| planation which I desire to give. 
| Mr. HUNTER. I hope the subject will be 
| postponed, sohs to give us time to consider it, 
| The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed until Monday. 


WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY. 


_ Mr. BADGER moved that when the Senate ad- 
| journ it adjourn to meet again on Monday. He 
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prefaced his motion with some remarks, in the | 
course of which he reminded the Senate of the fact || 
that to-merrow was the anniversary of the birth 
of the Father of his Country. 
Mr. BRADBURY said he was not unwilling to | 
vote for the motion, but it was due to the other 
side of the Senate to say that he should resist the 
motion with the view of giving gentlemen an op- | 
portunity to-morrow to call up and speak upon his | 
resolution, some time since offered in relation to 
removals from office. \} 
The motion to adjourn over was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF LADIES. 

On motion, the 47th rule of the Senate was sus- 
pended so as to admit ladies to the privileged seats 
to liaten to the speech of the honorable Senator | 
from New Jersey; and many availed themselves 
of the privilege. 

WIDOW OF THE LATE GEN. WORTH. 

Mr. BORLAND. In pursuance of notice which || 
I gave the other day, I now ask leave to introduce 
a tall for the relief of the widow of the late Gen, 
Worth. 

The reading of the bill was called for, and it was | 
read accordingly. It proposes to place the widow 
of the late Gen. Worth on the pension roll. 

Mr. BORLAND. In introducing this bill, it 
was my intention to make a few remarks; but as | 
the time has now arrived for proceeding with the 
order of the day, | will defer those remarks to a | 
future occasion, 1 will move that the bill be re- 
ferred te the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. KING. Will the honorable Senator from | 
Arkansas inform the Senate why he desires this 
bill to take a direction different from that which | 
such bills usually take ? 

Mr. HALE. I had just risen to ask the same 
question. 

Mr. BORLAND. This bill stands upon a some- 
what different footing to the ordinary pension bills. 
I would simply state now that the memorial I in- | 
troduced a few days ago of another individual, of 
a similar character, was referred to the Committee 
on Miltary Affairs, and | ask that this may take | 
the same direcuon. 1am not, however, very par- | 
ticular about it. I am a member of both com- | 
mittees, and, so far as | am concerned, it is a mat- | 


ter of very little moment to which committee it is || 


referred. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think the proper | 
reference is the Committee on Pensions. I am | 
aware that some such cases have been referred to | 
the Committee on Military Affairs; which, how- | 
ever, | have always thought improper. I would | 
observe here, Mr. President, that, were I to con- | 
sult my own feelings, there is no case I would || 
more readily take charge of than this. It is the 
widow of one of the most gallant men that ever || 
wore a sword in the American army, and who, 
with the habit of a soldier who is found most prom- | 
inent and most gallant, was wanting in forethought | 
in providing for his family. || 

1 would be willing to encounter any personal | 
labor which would give this bill a favorable result; | 
vut I do hope it will go to the usual committee, | 
the committee which has charge of all such meas- 
ures. I have no doubt that, whenever the bill 
comes again before the Senate for action, it will be 
acted upon satisfactorily to all, 

Mr. BORLAND. I will merely remark that I || 
have no objection to the reference of this bill to | 
the Committee on Pensions, and I now move to 
amend my original motion by suggesting its refer- 
ence to that committee. 

Mr. SEWARD. I beg leave to ask the honor- 
able Senator whether the memorial has been 
printed ? 

Mr. BORLAND. It is not a memorial, but a 


ill. 
Mr. SEWARD. Did the honorable Senator 
| 


say there was a memorial ? 

Mr. BORLAND. Not in this case. 1 wil 
further state here, in answer to an inquiry which 
has been made, that, although this bill meets with | 
my cordial assent and approval, as I trust it will 
have the assent and approval of every Senator on | 
this fioor, | have the authority, the consent, the 
wish of the friends of the party most interested 
in this bil for its introduction here. 1 wish | 


Senate to understand that. 

The question was then taken on the reference 
of the bill, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, 





| that his colleague might wish to address the Sen- 


|| ject was postponed to Monday next, and then 


|| the House at this time to present certain joint re- 

|, solutions of the Legislature of Tennessee, with a | 

| view (he said) to their reference to the Committee | 
| 


|| business. 


i} 
; 


of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Baker] was | 


| would be in order so soon as the States had been | 
| called. 


| order. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, viz: the compromise resolutions || 


|| submitted by Mr. Cray. 


Mr. MILLER addressed the Senate for nearly 
two hours, and then, without concluding, gave 


| way, on the suggestion of Mr. Sewarp, for a | 


motion to adjourn. 

Before the adoption of that motion a conversa- | 
tion arose in relation to the order of succession. Hy 
As Mr. Warker has occasion to be absent for a | 
few days at an early period, it was conceded that || 
he should follow the honorable Senator from New || 
Jersey. Mr. Sewarp expressed a wish to fol- 
low Mr. Waker, but he yielded to Mr. Rusk, 
whose State has so large an interest in the settle- 
ment of these questions. Mr. Burier intimated 


| 


ate at an early day, if he felt his health sufficiently 
restored; and on all sides a readiness was expressed 
to yield to the convenience of the honorable Sena- || 
tor from South Carolina. 

On motion, the further consideration of the sub- 


The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Monpay, February 25, 1850. i| 

The Journal of Thursday was read and ap- | 
roved. 
Mr. THOMAS asked the unanimous consent of | 


on Public Lands and to their being printed. 
Mr. KAUFMAN galled for the regular order of | 


So the resolutions were not presented. 
The SPEAKER said the regular order of busi- | 
ness would be the call of the States for petitions. 


NEW MEXICO. 1} 


Mr. BAKER rose, he said, to a privileged | 
question. Some time since, the memorial of Hugh | 
M. Smith, delegate from the Territory of New | 


MAN,] and the petition, by the rule, was laid over. 





He (Mr. B.) now moved that the motion to recon- | 


sider be laid upon the table, in order that the || 


memorial might go to the appropriate committee. || 
Mr. KAUFMAN said he believed the motion | 


not in order until the States had been called | 
through. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order || 
—the Speaker having decided that the motion | 


Mr. JONES moved that the House resolve itself | 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
Union. 1 

Some conversation followed between the |) 
SPEAKER and Mr. VINTON on a point of |) 


After which the question on the motion of Mr. || 
Jones was taken and decided in the negative | 
without a division. | 

So the House refused to go into Committee of || 


PETITIONS. 

The House then proceeded to the regular order || 
of business, being the call of the States for peti- 
tions, commencing where the call was suspended || 
on a former day—with the State of Indiana. | 

From the State of Indiana—By Messrs. ALBERT- 
son, Dunnam, Fircn, Gorman, Harwan, Juxian, || 
and McDonatp. 

Mr. FITCH presented the petition of Willys 
Peck and other citizens of Michigan city, Indiana, | 
asking Congress to take some action towards the | 
establishment of a Congress of Nations to settle | 
international disputes without a resort to arms; | 
which he moved to refer to a select committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, gave notice | 
of an intention to debate the proposition to refer; || 
consequently the matter lies over under the rule. | 

Mr. WHITE rose to inquire of the Speaker || 
whether every gentleman could not present his 
petitions under the rule, and have them referred to | 
the appropriate committees precisely as if they | 
were presented in the House? 


| the Whole on the state of the Union. | 
i| 


} 


‘ 





Feb. 22, 
———— 
ane pope assented. 
r. hoped therefore, he sai 
House would cutie to go into Comune o 
Whole on the state of the Union. And he mo ; 
that the rules be suspended for that purpose ved 
Mr. MOREHEAD hoped, he said, that 
motion would be withdrawn, because there w 2 
no mode of getting petitions from the files of 
House for the purpose of reference. And he d . 
sired to refer some papers that were on the files f 
The SPEAKER said that petitions on file, which 


| had heretofore been referred to a standing commit. 


tee, might be taken from the files and referred yp. 
der the rule. e 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired what was the 
next State to be called in order. 

The SPEAKER said, the State of Mississippi 

Mr. PRESTON KING hoped the motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union would be waived. He had, he said, a pe. 
tition which he desired to present, but which he 


| could not present under the rule. 


Mr. WHITE withdrew the motion to Zo into 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. GORMAN asked and obtained the unan. 
imous consent of the House to introduce a bill to 
grant to the State of Indiana an edditional towy. 
ship of land; which was read twice by its title and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved that the 
rules of the House be suspended, for the purpose 
of enabling him to offer the following resolutions, 
which were read for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories he instructed 


| to inquire into and report to this House, whether the jate 


President, James K. Polk, or any member of his Cabinet 
did d rectly or indirectly, by any written or verbal commu. 
nication to the people of Caliturnia, induce or attempt to 
induce them to exclude slavery from that Territory, or to 
introduce the anti-slavery clause in the paper called a con- 


| stitution, lately communicated to the House of Representa- 


tives by the President; and that they further inquire 
whether any person writing or speaking in the name vo: we 
late President or any member of lis Cabinet, or assuming 


| to write or speak in the name of the part es aforesaid, did 


directly or indTrectly attempt to influence the people ot Cal- 


, : , || ifornia to exclude slavery from said Territory; ayd that 
Mexico, was referred to the Committee on Elec- || 


tions. A motion to reconsider that vote had been | 
made by the gentleman from Texas, (Mr. Kaur- | 


they report the name of said person or persons to this 
House, and the grounds on which they acted or asspmed to 
act; and that the committee aforesaid have power to send 
for persons and papers. 

Resolved, further, That the same committee be instructed 
to make the same inquiries as to the present President, 
Zachary Taylor, and. his Cabinet; and that they be em- 
powered to send for persons and papers in the prosecu- 
tion of this inquiry. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to suspend the rules, which were refused. 

And the question, * Shall the rules be suspend- 
ed?” was taken and decided in the negative. 

So two-thirds not voting therefor, the rules were 
not suspended, and the resolutions were not re- 
ceived. : 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked and ob- 
tained the unanimous consent of the House to re- 

ort from the Committee on the District of Co- 
umbia, a billo incorporate the Columbian Manu- 
facturing Company, which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Commitee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, 


Mr. B. also, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion, of which previous notice had been given, 
providing for the distribution of public documents 
among the several counties in the United States; 
which was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. - 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, introduced 


| the following resolution, by unanimous consent, 


and it was read and agreed te, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill, 
or incorporating in some general bill, a provision for the 
cession to the State of Mississippi all the overtiowed and 
waste lands, lying within said State, and situated in the 
Mississippi bottom, between the high lands on the east side 
of the Yazoo river and the Mississippi river, for the purpose 


| of constructing a levee on the eastern bank of said river, 
beginning at the high lands near Horn Lake, De Soto 
|, county, and terminating at the mouth of the Yazoo river in 


said State, with a view to the reclaiming of said lands. 


CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON asked the unanimous 


| consent to introduce the following resolution,viz: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to report a bill which shall provide for the pay- 


ment of the chaplains to the two Houses of Congress by we 


not 
to! 
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mbers thereof, out of their own individual funds, and not 
from the public Treasury as heretofore practised. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, objected to the in- 
troduction of the resolution. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved to suspend the 
mics for the purpose; which question was put to 
the House and agreed to; and the resolution was 
introduced and adopted. 

The call for petitions proceeded. 

From the State of Illinois: By Messrs. Baker, 
Harris, RicHARDSON, and Wentwortu. 

Mr. BISSELL asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given, to grant the right of way 
to the Alton and Sangamon Railroad Company. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, objected. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the rules be 
suspended for the put pose. 

The question was put and the rules were sus- 
pended—two-thirds voting therefor. The bill was 
then read twice by its ttle and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


STATE OF DESERET. 
Mr. WENTWORTH presented a petition from 


Shelbourn, Lee county, Illinois, praying Congress 
to protect the rights of American citizens while 
traveling through the valley of the Salt Lakes, 
and setting forth other matters concerning the 
treasonable designs of the Salt Lake Mormons. 
Also, representing that some of the prominent 
movers for the organization of a State Government 
in Deseret are in favor of a Kingly Government, 
are robbers and murderers, and that these men are 
allin favor of polygamy, &c., &c. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked that the petition 
be read, with the view to its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BOWLAN objected to the reading of the 
petition through, 

Mr. JONES gave notice of his intention to de- 
bate the motion to refer. 

The CHAIR stated that the reading of the peti- 
tion having been objected to, the quesijon of per- 
mission would have to be decided by te House. 


Mr. WENTWORTH said he preferred to have 
the petition read by the Clerk; but if the objection 
self, as he had the right to do under the rule. 

The CHAIR stated that the rule regulating the 
of the substance of the petition. 

Mr. CONRAD inquired whether it was a re- 

Mr. WENTWORTH said it was a remon- 
strance from the State of Illinois against the admis- 
adistinct political organization. 

After some further conversation by Messrs. 
CHain— 

The question whether the petition be read was 
se been redd— 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved its‘reference to 

Mr JONES gave notice of his intention to de- 
bate the question; which carried it over under the 

Mr. YOUNG asked permission to introduce a 
resolution, which was read as follows: 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting to this 
House a general law granting to all railroad companies, all 
be formed in those States where there are public lands, the 
night of way to construct such roads through the public lands, 
other material that may be on such lands, in the necessary 
construction of such roads; and that said companies or any 

Aiaterial, in such necessary construction of such roads, shall 

hot he liable to any action or suit for damages, for trespass 

Which shall be purchased of the United States, after the 

Survey and loeation of such road. 

mit the resolution; and the question being put, it 

was decided in the negative. 

pended for the purpose) introduced a bill, entitled 

An act making a donation of public lands to the 

them in the construction of said road;” which was 

read twice by its title and referred to the Com- 


was persisted in he would read the petition him- 
presentation of petitions allowed only a statement 
monstrance ? 

sion into the Union of the Salt Luke Mormons, as 
RICHARDSON and WENTWORTH with the 
ut to the House and agreed to; and the petition 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

rule, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
plank road companies, and all turnpike companies, that may 
With the privilege to use all such timber, Btone, gravel, and 
person Or persons, using such timber, stone, gravel, or other 
or other injuries necessarily done upon any such lands, 

Mr. YOUNG moved to suspend the rules to ad- 

Mr. ALSTON (the rules having been sus- 
Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company, and to aid 

mittee on Public Lends. 


: 


} 
i 


' 


| 
| 
| 





Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, asked leave 


to introduce a joint resolution to grant to certain | 


widows a pension. 
Mr. ROOT objected to its reception. 


RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPH TO PACIFIC. 


Mr. BOWLIN asked the consent of the House 
to introduce a resolution. 


Mr. ROOT objected to the introduction of any | 
resolution, until the resolution submitted by Mr. | 


Dory, last Monday, concerning the admission of 
California, be disposed of. 
Mr. BOWLIN moved to suspend the rules to 


admit the resolution; which was read for informa- | 


ton, as follows, viz: 


1. Resolved, That in the opinion of this Housé it is alike 
expedient and competent, under the Constitution, for the 
Government of the United States to construct railroads or 
other thoroughfares over the public domain, without the 
limits of a State, so asto unite, for military and commercial 


purposes, the distant and separate portions of the Republic. | 
2. That such a connection ought only to be made and | 


owned by the Government, through our own territory, 
where the trade along its lines would be forever under 


| the protection of our own flag, and tend to encourage 
, the occupation and cultivation of our own vast public do- 
| main, and ought to be so constructed as to connect the waters 
A, Morgan, Thomas Hunt, and other citizens of 


ot the Mississippi with the navigable waters of the Pacific 


ocean, in as central a position to territory and population | 


| as is compatible with a due regard to the best and most 


practicable route. 


3. That a railroad or other thoroughfare connecting the | 


waters of the Mississippi with the navigable waters of the 
Pacific should bea great public, military, and commercial 


highway—national in its design, national in its character, | 


and national in its construction; and that it should belong 


to the United States, and be forever disconnected with indi- | 
vidual interests or speculations, and shoutd be preserved | 


} forever free to the whole people of the Confederacy. 


4. That it would be grossly unjust to the people of the 
United States, and derogatory to the dignity of the Republic, 
to employ the national resources of the people in construct- 
ing a magnificent work of this kind, and leave its locality 


| and proprietorship in the hands of any individual or indi- | 


viduals, subject to the influences of private interest, upon | 


any terins, conditions, or stipulations whatever—the whole 


people being the safest guardians of works constructed | 


from their means. 


5. That the public lands of the United States should fur- 
nish the resources for the construction of such a road, and | 
that they should be so employed as to hasten its completion | 


in the shortest practicable period. 

6. That, in establishing brauches from the western frontier 
of the States eastwardly to connect with the improvement 
from Auantic, north, south, and central, it is alike constitu- 


tional and expedient for Congress to grant to the States | 
| through which they pass liberal appropriations of the pub- 
| lie land along the routes wo aid said States in their construc- 


tion. 
7. That, as a preparatory measure to the construction of 
this road, Congress should at once encourage the establish- 


| ment of a line of the electro-magnetic telegraph from St. 
| Louis to San Francisco by liberal donations of the public 


lands, and guaranteeing the protection of the Government 
at ber military stations along the route. 

8. That a select committee of thirteen be appointed to 
take into consideration the subject of the great national 
highway to Californiaand Oregon, and also the subject of the 


| magnetic telegraph, and that they be instructed to inquire 


into the expediency of establishing the same upon the 
principles above laid down, or upon such other principles as 


| they may deem right and proper, and that they have leave 


to report by bill or otherwise. 
Mr. ROBINSON expressed the hope that the 


rules would not be suspended, for the reason that 
the Committee on Public Lands had the subject 


| before them already. 


The question was put, and the rules were not 
suspended, 

The call of the States for petitions proceeded : 

From the State of Missouri: By Messrs. Bow- 
tin, Green, Hatt, and Puerps. 


SCHOOL LANDS. 


Mr. GREEN (the rules having been suspended 
for the purpose) introduced a bill to authorize the 
relinquishment of school lands in certain cases, 


‘and the selection of others in lieu thereof; which 


was read twice by its title and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. HOWARD asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution of inquiry. 
Mr. ROOT said he would object to the intro- 
duction of any more rezolutions until the resolu- 


| tion of the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] 


was disposed of. 

The call on the States for petitions was pro- 
ceeded in; when petitions were presented 

From Michigan: By Mr. Bust. 

From Texas: By Mr. Kaurman. 

From lowa: By Messrs. Lerrier and Tuomp- 
SON. . 


From Wisconsin: By Messrs. Cote, Dory, || which he moved to refer to a select committee, 


and DurRKEE. 


From the Territory of Oregon: By Mr. Tuurs- 
TON. 
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Mr. THURSTON, (on the Territory of Ore- 
gon being ealled for petitions,) said, Mr. Speak- 





er: As | have no memorials to present, I will ask 


the consent of the House to introduce a resolution. 
I hope the House will do me the favor. [Mr. 
Roor objected.) Mr. Tuursron said, then Mr. 
Speaker, | shail have to move the suspension of 
the rules. -I am quite sure the House will do me 
this favor; certainly, it will extend this courtesy to 
me. The resolutions pertain to my Territory, 
sir; they concern no one but myself and my con- 
stituents, and I know the House will suspend the 
rules for my benefit. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended. 

The question being put, the rules were suspend- 


_ed, and the resolutions were introduced, read for 


information, and adopted, as follows: 


“ Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in- 
structed to inquire: 

lst. What ts the probable present population of Oregon 
Territory, and what proportion of said population are 
Awerican citizens, and what proportion foreigners, and what 
proportion of said foreigners have fied heir inteutions to be- 
come American ciuzens. 

2d. What first led te the settlement of said Territory by 
American citizens ; what inducements were held out to 
emigrants to that Territory from the States; the extent and 
nature of those inducemenst; by whom held out, and what 
benefit has accrued to the General Government from the 
settlement of that Territory by American citizens. 

3d. What ume it takes for emigrants to getto that Terri- 
tory over land or by water, and what are the probable ex- 
penses of the journey each way. 

4th. How long after the commencement of emigration to 
that Territory, betore the General Government provided the 
settiers there witha civil government, How long the people 
of suid Territory had maintained a civil government at 
their own expense, when the Territory was organized by 
the General Government; and what were the hardstips aud 
inconveniences attendant on a sctilement in that Tcrntory 
not peculiar to a setiiement in the several territories which 
have been st Uled east of the Rocky \,ountains. 

Sth. Into the propriety and justnese of donating land to all 
American citizens now in said ‘Territory, or on their way 
there for the purpose of setuement, aud to all foreigners 
now there who shall become naturalized citizens; and inte 


| the quantity to be donared, and the necessary rules and 





regulauons to be attached to donations to be male to native 
born andnaturalized American citizens respectively, 

6th. Into the propriet, of donating land, in proper quan- 
tities, and with proper rules and regulations to such Ameri- 
can citizens as shall emigrate to, and setile in -aid Terri- 
tory hereafter, aud to the sous of American citizens in said 
Territory hereafter becoming of age and setting there, 

7th. Into the propriety, when the 16th and 26th sections, 
reserved for school purposes by the act of organization, shall 
conflict with the band claims of individuals as allowed by 
the laws of the late Provisional Government of said Terri- 
tory, of allowing said claimants to hold their claims still, 
and the Territorial Government to select other lands of equal 
value in some part of the Territor, not claimed, 

And, finally, that said Comm ttee be further ins racted to 
inquire into the best means to be adupted by the Govern- 
ment of promoting the settioment and prosperty of said 
Territory, and into the importance of the seithement and 
prosperity of that Territory to the commerce of the Upited 
States. 


From the Territory of Minnesota: By Mr. 
Siptey. 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer a resolution; which was read 
for information, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed. First: Tuo inquire into the sufficnency of the 
inilitary force now stationed on the frontiers of Lowa, Wis- 
consin, and Minnesota Territories, for the defence thereof, 

Secondly: I. case said to ce is not sufficient, and there 
are no means at the disposal of the Department of War, to 
instruet said committee to report a bill authorizing the 
President of the United States to call into the service of the 
United States su: h votunteers as may by bim be deemed 


| necessary to preserve the peace of the country. 


Mr. ROOT objected. 
Mr. SIBLEY moved tosuspend the rules; which 
question was taken by tellers, and decided in the 


| affirmative—ayes 116, noes 9. 


The resolution was then received and adopted. 

Mr. FITCH asked leave to introduce a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given. 

Mr. ROOT objected. 

Petitions were still further presented— 

From Alabama: By Messrs. Atston, Cops, 
and HitiiArp. 

From Mississippi: By Mr. Featnerston, 

From Louisiana: By Messrs. Conrav and Har- 
MANSON. 

From Ohio: By Messrs. Campsetr, Carrer, 
Corwin, Crowe.t, Giopines, Hoactanp, Hun- 
Ter, O.ps, Porter, Root, Scuencx, W wittce- 
sey, and Woop. 

Mr. GIDDINGS presented two petitions asking 
for the establishment of a Congress of Nations; 


and on that motion called for the previous question, 


| House. 


The previous question was not seconded by the 
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question to be laid over under the rule, 
THE UNION. 
Mr. GIDDINGS presented two petitions,—one 


from Isaac Jefferis, and other citizens of Pennsy!- | 


vania; and from John J. Woodward and other 
citizens of Delaware and Pennsylvania. The 
petitions were in the following form : 

We the undersigned inhabitanis of Pennsylvania and 
Delaware, believing that the Federal Constitution in pledg- 
ing the strength of the whole nation to support slavery 
viviates the divine law, makes war upon human rights, and 
is grossly inconsistent with republican principles; that its 
attempt to unite freedom and slavery in one body politic 
has already brought upon the country great and manifold 
evils, and has fully proved that no such union can exist, but 
by the sacrifice of freedom to the supremacy of slavery; re- 
spectfully ask you to desire and propose without delay, 
some plan for the immediate peaceful dissolution of the 
American Union. ° 

Mr. GIDDLNGS moved to refer the petitions to 
a select committee with instructions to inquire— 

First, Whether dissatisfaction with our Federal 
Union exists among the people of these States? 

Secondly, If so, to what extent does such dis- 
content exist? ; ; ; 

Thirdly, From what has such dissatisfaction 
arisen? 


Fourthly, The proper means of restoring con- | 


fidence among the people. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, gave notice that he 
intended to debate the petitions. 

The SPEAKER. The question must then go 
over. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND rose and objected to the 
reception of the petitions. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he also had risen for the 
same purpose, 


Mr. MeCLERNAND (continuing) was under- 


stood to say, that the ae were upon a sub- 


ject over which this tlouse had no control, and 
that they did not deserve to be received. 

Mr. OGLE, (to the Chair.) Is it in order to 
move that the petitions be laid upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. The petitions are not yet 
received. The question is on their reception. 

Mr. SCHENCK (to the Chair.) hat is the 
prayer of the petition? Does it pray for a dissolu- 
tion of the Union? 

A Memeper. It prays that measures be taken 
for that end. 

Mr. SCHENCK, Then I hope that it will be 
rejected. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on 
the reception. 

The reading of one of the petitions was again 
called for, and it was read. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Mississippi, was under- 
stood to call for the reading of the names. 

Mr. McCLERNAND objected to the farther 
reading. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, inquired whether 
te ee were men or women? 

i 
from voting, and proposed to give his reasons for 
that motion. 


The SPEAKER said it was not in order under 


the rule. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired of the Chair whether 
there was no mode by which he could express the 
strong indignation he felt at the presentation of 
these petitions, represented to be in part from cit- 
izens of the State of Delaware? 

The SPEAKER said, that on the question of 
the reception of the petition no remarks were in 
order. 

Mr, HOUSTON (amidst great confusion and 
many calls to-order) proceeded to denounce the 
petition in terms not distinctly heard at the report- 
er’s desk. He was understood, however, to deny 
that they were signed by citizens of Delaware, 
and to say that he hoped the petitions would be 
rejected with the scorn and contempt which they 
merited. 

The question, ‘Shall the petitions be received ?”’ 
was then taken and decided in the negative— 
yeas 8, nays 162, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Goodenow, 
Howe, Julian, Preston King, and Root—8. 

NAYS—Mersrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashimuti, Averett, Bay, Beale, Bennett, Booth, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, 
Burt, Thomas B, Buder, E. Carington Cabell, Joseph Cable, 
George A. Caidwetl, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Ceicock, Cole, Corwin, Deberry, Dimmi Dis- 
ney, Duncan, Edmundson, Alex. Evans, Nathan 





Mr. JONES gave notice of his intention to de- || Ewing, Fiteh, Fowler, Freedley, Puller, Gentry, Gerry, Gil- 
bate the question of reference, which caused the | more, Gorman, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Hall, Hatloway, 


| 
| 
| 


r. HOUSTON moved that he be excused | 
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| Hamilton, Hammond, os Harlan, Harmanson, Isham 


G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas i, Harris, Hay, Hay- 
mond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holli- 
day, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Jackson, 
Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
| Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
| John A. King, La Sére, Horace Mann, Job Mann, 
| Matteson, McCiernand, McDowell, McGaughey, McLana- 
| han, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, McMullen, 
| McQueen, McWillie, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
|| Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Orr, Otis, 
|| Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Phenix, 
|| Potter, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Robinson, Rose, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerborn, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
| H. Stanton, Alex. H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, 
| Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, John B. Thompson, William 
| Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Venable, Vinton, Walden, 
|| Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, 
| Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Wood- 
ward, and Young—162. . 
|| So the petitions were rejected. 
| [Mr. Crowett declined to vote, stating that 
| he had agreed not to vote during the absence of 
| 
| Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas. } 

{Mr. Cievetanp (when his name was called, 
| said that if he understood this petition, it prayed 
|for that which Congress had no power to 
| grant, therefore, he should not agree to its recep- 
tion.] 

Mr. ROOT presented a petition from George 
| W. Close and 18 other citizens of the State of 
| Maryland, asking Congress to prohibit slavery in 
| the Territories, and to abolish it in the District of 
Columbia; which, on his motion, was referred to 


| 
| 





the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
|| Mr. CARTER presented a petition to abolish 
| slavery in the District of Columbia; which was 
|| referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
|| Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, intro- 
|| duced the following resolution, which was read 
|| and agreed to, viz: 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
| communicate to this House, at the earliest practicable pe- 
| riod, the result of such examinations as have been made by 
the offi ers of the Topographical Bureau, of the harbor of 
Sandusky Bay, on Lake Erie; and also the estimate of the 
chief of that Bureau, founded on that examination, of the 
amount at this time necessary for the improvement of the 
| harbor; together with such facts touching its position and 
| commercial importance, and the necessity of such improve- 
uv @nt as may be in his possession; and also the present con- 
dition of the public works at the harbor of Canningham’s 
creek, on Lake Erie, and such information as may be in his 
| power to furnish in regard to the cost and expediency of 
completing the same, and of restoring the light-house at that 
point. 

Mr. SCHENCK presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Ohio, asking for the abolition of the office 
of chaplain. 
| Mr. 8. on presenting the petition said: Mr. 
Speaker, this petition comes to me through the 
|| mail, without any accompanying letter or explana- 
tion. I recognize, however, some of the names 
subscribed, and am satisfied that it is from citizens 
| of Ohio, as it purports to be. The petitioners are 
all of them, I dare say, very good, and very re- 
| spectable, and very conscientious people; and I 
| hope that the chaplain of this House will remem- 
| ber them, as he does us, in his prayers. And in 
order that the subject of the petition may have a 
| proper and respectful consideration, I move that 
| it be referred, as other petitions of like character 
| have been, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

It was so referred. 
NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. SCHENCK presented a memorial contain- 

| ing the proceedings of a convention of delegates 

| elected by the people of New Mexico, held at Santa 
Fé, in December, 1849, presenting a plan of gov- 

ernment, and asking the action of Congress there- 

| on. 

| Mr. S. moved the reference of the memorial to 

| the Committee on Territories, and that it be 

| printed. 

|| Mr. HOWARD gave notice of his intention to 
| 

! 
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debate the proposition to refer. 

By the rule, therefore, ihe memorial would lie 
over; but— 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the rules’ be sus- 
| pended for the purpose of considering the motion 
| at this time. 
|| Mr. KAUFMAN inquired whether the memo- 
| rial came from the sels or from the delegates ? 
| Mr. SCHENCK explained. 

The question, ‘‘Shall the rules be suspended ?”’ 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative: 
yeas 135, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Ashmun, Bay, 














Bennett, Bi m, Booth, Bowlin, Breck, Bri B 
Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable jours, 
Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark e P. 
land, Qusguen, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conger, ¢: leve. 
Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunens orwin, 
ham, Durkee, Alex. Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewin’ et 
Fowler, Freediey, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings. Goa” 
now, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halioway — 
ilton, Hampton, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hay Bavmon 
Hebard, Henry. Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoaglant. i} 0° 
Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James | — 
son, Jones, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King Ja aaa 
King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffier, Horace ~ G. 
Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, McClernand, MeDonald ww” 
Kissock, McLanahan, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Min” 
Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Oji< nol 
law, Peaslee, Phelps, Phenix, Potter, Putnam, Reyp iq 
Robinson, Root, Rose, Ross, Sackett, Savage, eons ds, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd Blivees 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Thad. Stevens, Stetson Saree 
Taylor, James, Thompson, William Thompson, Thu ng, 
Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wentwonn’ 
wep . j 7 > ' 
Le seh y, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Wood, ang 
NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Averett, Bow, 
Albert G. Brown, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Coleock Bi 
mundson, Featherston, Gilmore, Green, Hammond, Ist oe 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Holliday, Howard en 
bard, Inge, Kaufman, La Sére, McDowell, Robey M M 
Lane, McMuilen, MeQueen, McWillie, Meade, Millson 
Morse, Orr, Parker, Powell, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton’ 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Venabie’ 
Wallace, Wellborn, Williams, and Woodward—49, " 


So (two-thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the motion of Mr. Scnenck, to refer the memorial 
to the Committee on Territories, and to print it 
and was decided in the affirmative. 

So the memorial was referred to the Commitiee 
on Territories, and was ordered to be printed, 

Petitions were further presented— 

From Kentucky: By Messrs. Breck, Caxp. 
WELL, Marsua.i, Mason, and McLeay. 
From Tennessee: By Messrs. Ewine and Sray- 
TON. ; 

Mr. STANTON presented the memorial of the 
Memphis convention, praying the Congress of the 
United States to cause to be surveyed the several 
routes for a railroad from the Mississippi valley to 
the Pacific ocean. 

The pet ion lies over, objection being made to 
its reference without debate. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, on leave in- 
troduced a joint resolution to grant certain widows 
pensions from the 4th of March, 1841, to the 4th 
of March, 1843; which was read twice by its 
title and referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr. MARSHALL, on leave, introduced a bill 
to protect the rights of citizens of the United 
States; which was read twice by its title and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion the House then adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of Allen Dunning and 32 
o hers, citizens of Cass county, Michizan, praying for a 
cheap postage system. e 

Also, the petition of H. N. Strong and 67 others, citizens 
of Detroit, praying for the free navig:tion of the St. Law- 
rence rivet. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of Edward 
Burnham and 174 other citizens of North Danvers, for cheap 


tage. 

Also, of W. James Webb and 60 others, of Boston, for 
the same object. 

Also, the petition of John Gilley and 25 others, of Marble- 
head, for a charter for P. P. F. Degrand to construct a rail- 
road and telegraph from St. Louis to San Francisco. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of John F. Emery 
and 168 other citizens of Bath. ad 

Also, the petition of Joshua S. Gay and 24 other citizens 
of Andover, in the State of Maine, severally asking for a re- 
duction of postage. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of P. Tianey and 38 others, 
citizens of Venango county, Pennsyl,ania, praying Con- 
gress for a change in the tariff, increase of duties, &c. 

Also, the petition of James Raymond and 20 others, citl- 
zens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying Congres: 
reduce the rates of postage. 

By Mr. BOWLIN : The petition of Sophia Davenport, 0! 
St Louis, heir of Edmund Jones, formerly of Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts, praying an appropriation, to satisfy claims 10° 
French spoliations prior to 1801. ~ wae 

Also, the memorial of the city of St. Louis, asking Con- 
gress to release and relinquish to said city all claim to Quar- 
antine Island, Duncan’s Island or bar, and all other wnap- 
propriated lands within her corporate limits. And on his 
motion it was referred to the Committce on the Public 
Lands and ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of Jonathan Hatchens, 
of the county of Randolph, in the State of Indiana, pray'" 
iin to give him bounty land and a pension for services 
ren during the revolutionary war. of 

Also, the petition ef John M. Wheeler, of the towa 
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hash, in the State of Indiana, praying ‘the passage of a 
by Congress to correct a mistake in the location of a 
w bY ‘ection of land reserved to “Al-lo-lah,” a Miami 
i, by a treaty made with said Indian on the 6th of No- 
eae joint resolution of the State of Indiana, praying 
nongtess 10 give to actual settlers on the public lands the 
fight tO purchase eighty acres of land at what it cost the 
ent. 
ori, LEFPLER: The petition of F. A. Pratt and 30 
rs, citizens of Bellevue, Jackson county, Lowa, praying 
the establishment of a mail route. 

‘iso, the petition of D. H. Johnston and others, praying 
the establishinent of a mail route frum Prairie du Chien to 
Independence. is 

Also, the petition of John C. Fory and 46 others, citizens 
; Bellevue, Jackson county, Iowa, praying Congress to 
7 a law for the further reduction of postage. : 

Also, the petition of 8S. 8. Swan and 36 others, citizens 
of the State of fowa, — a grant of land to aid in the 
constracuion of a railroad from the city of Davenport, on 


spe Mississippi river, to the Council Bluffs, on the Missouri 


and five-ninths of its Legislature will pledge the honor and 
resources of the State to keep Congress indemuified from | 
any loss or damage by providing such State or States with | 
a paper currency sufficient in amount to transact all its ex- | 
change business, payable sixteen years after date in gold | 
and silver coin, with oue per cent. per annum interest tothe | 
bill holder, made a legal tender for its face, and interest to 
be loaned out by the State at six per cent. per annum inte- 
rest, to discharge the principal of such State debts and for no 
other purpose, until such State debts are extinguished ; are 
then to be applied to the payment of said currency, and 
























enable them to pay off their State debts and relieve them 
and their children’s children from the grasp of bank mo- 
nopoly.” 
y Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from the Mayor and 

City Council of Steubenville, Ohio, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Bullinge: and 79 other citi- 
zens of “mithfield, Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Patterson and 16 other citi- 
zens of 8S eubenville, (shio, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Colonel William C. M’Causien and | 


i" vir. SCHENCK : Four petitions from 167 citizens of 
Miami county, Ohio, praying for an appropriation to com- 
siete the national road between Springfield and the western 
poundary of that State. ; 

Also, the petition of 69 citizens of Ohio, for a mail route 
‘om Milton, in Miami county, to Greenville, in Darke 
eounty, in said State, ‘ cil Be 

gy Mr. WHITTLESEY : A petition of citizens of Wash- 
ington county, in the State of Ohio, praying for a congress 

f ons. 

" ion, a petition of citizens of Washington, in the State of 
Ohio, praying for a post route from Barton, Washington 
county, to Coolville, in Athens county. : . 

Ajso, the petition of citizens of the State of Ohio, praying 
fora reduction of the rates of postage. 7 

By Mr. THURMAN : Concurrent resolutions of the Legis- 
ature of the State of New York, in relation to the powers 
of Congress in regard to the abolition and extension of 
savery, and in relation to the preservation of the Federal 
Tnion. 
wr’ concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the 
state of New York, in relation to the establishment of a 
Mint in the city of New York. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, on granting a portion of the public do- 
main to the Hungarian exiles, and such other persons as 
are noLowners Of land, 

Also, the petition of Thomas A. Tomlinson and 70 others, 
citizens Of Egsex county, New York, asking Congress to 
pass a law establishing cheap postage. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of the principal, teachers, 
and schol@™s of the Platteville Academy, praying for the 
abolition of the frartking privilege, and for a uniform rate 
of postage on prepaid letters of two cents per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of J. B. Doe, James H.Dgilvie, and 
4 others, citizens of Rock county, Wisconsin, asking for 
a uniform rate of postage on prepaid letters of two cents 
per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of Dennis W. Clark, J. A. Jones, and 
& others, citizens of Grant county, asking for a uniform 
rate of postage of two cents per half ounce on prepaid let- 
ters. 

Also, the petition of David T. Sayre, Timothy E. Greene, 
and 38 others, citizens of Fulton, Rock county, asking for 
a uniform rate of postage on prepaid letters of two cents 
per half ounce. 

By Mr. FITCH: The memorial of 215 citizens of Laporte 
county, Indiana, asking Congress to secure to American 
shipping the free navigation of the St. Lawrence. 

Also, one of sundry citizens of Wishawaka, St. Joseph 
county, Indiana, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of St. Joseph Lron Company, Wishawa- 
ka, Indiana, asking reduction of postage to two cents per half 
ounce on prepaid matter. 

Also, one from citizens of South Bend, Indiana, on the 
same subject. 


38 other citizens of Islandereek, Uhio, on the same sub- 


ject. 

By Mr. GOULD: The petition of citizens of ‘T'Yompkins, 
Delaware County, New York, for cheap postage. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legisiaiure of New 
York on slavery and its prohibition in new ‘Tertitories. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legisla:ure of New 
York recommending wise and sufficient appropriations for | 
the improvement of harbors and rivers. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of New 
York for the removal of the obstructions at Hurl Gate, in | 
East River, near the city of New York. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of C. A. Trowbridge 
and others, citizens of Detroit, for improvements on the | 
south shore of Lake Superior. 

Also, two petitions for the establishinent of a naval route 
from La Pier to Puntiac, in the State of Michigan. 

Also, a petition numerously signed by the citizens of Sag- | 
inaw and other portions of Michigan, for the removal of 
Obstructions in the mouth of Saginaw river. | 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of John C. Jewett and | 
42 other citizens of Machiasport, in the county of Washing- 
ton, and State of Maine, praying for the reduction of the 
rates of postage. 

Also, the petition of George M. Reed and 46 other citizens 
of Eastport, in the county aforesaid, asking Congress to 
abolish the system of flogging in the United States Navy. 

By Mr. ALBERTSON: The memorial of Elijah Hurst | 
and 41 other officers, non-commissioned officers, soldiers, | 
and volunteers of the last war with Great Britain, citizens 
of Harrison county, Indiana, and others, praying Congress | 
to pass a law granting a portion of the nation’s wide-spread 
|; domain to each officer, commissioned and non-commis- 





volunteer who has not received from the Government any 


commencement of the war. 
By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of 
Samuel Tweedey and others, praying for cheap postage. 





and Common Council of the city of Rochester, New York, 
asking for an immediate appropriation of $30,000 to repair 
the piers atthe mouth of the Genessee river, and for the 
improvement of the harbor. 

Also, the petition of the faculty and students of the colle- 
giate institution of Rochester, Monroe county, New York, 
asking for cheap postage. 


York, asking for cheap postage. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of INMinois: The memorial of Christiana 
Weber, widow of Join Weber, a deceased Ilinvis volun- 
teer, praying for a pension. 

Also, the memorial of Richard Chany, of Illinois, praying 
Congress to allow him a sum claimed to be due, as a soldier 
in the war of 1812. 

Also, the petition of John C. Hunt, late a caplain of the 
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18 other citizens, and one from Beatty Mc? arlan, Esq., and || 


sioned, according to rank, and to each private soldier and | 


other than pay and allowances authorized by law at the | 


By Mr. SCHERMERHORN : The memorial of the Mayor | 


Also, the petition of 153 citizens of Monroe county, New | 


415 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 25, 1850. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
| acommunication fr»m the War Department, made 
| in compliance with a resolution of the 18th instant, 
calling for a report of the survey and soundings of 
the harbor of Racine,on Lake Michigan, made by 





|| Lieut. Webster; which was referred to the Com- 
they sincerely beseech Congress to grant their request, to || 


| mittee on Commerce. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. HUNTER presented a memorial of Sal- 


vador Pinistri, proposing to erect a national monu- 
ment in front of the Capitol; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Buildings. 

Mr. HALE presenied the petition of Ranson 
G. Williams, and a hundred and nineteef other 
merchants of New York, in favor of a reduction of 
postage to two cents on all prepaid letters not ex- 
ceeding half an ounce; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORRIS presented the memorial of George 


|| Dennett, asking compensation for services per- 


formed while naval officer at Portsmouth, in the 

State of New Hampshire; which was referred to 

the Committee on Naval Affuirs. 

Also, additional documents relating to the claim 
of Salvador Pinistri; which were referred to the 
Committee on Public Accounts. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition of citizens 
of Georgia and Florida, in favor of a reduction of 
the rates of postage to two cents on all prepaid 
letters not exceeding half an ounce; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of Illinois, representing that, in their opinion, the 
right to life includes the right toa place to live, 
and, in accordance with that opinion, they ask the 
passage of a law granting the freedom of the pub- 

| lie lands in limited quantities, to actual settlers not 
possessed of other lands; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

| - Also, a petition of citizens of Canton, Illinois, 

_and a petition of citizens of Chicago, in favor of a 
reduction of the rates of postage to two cents on all 

| prepaid letters; which were referred to the Com- 

|| mittee on the Post Office and Post Reads. 

Mr. COOPER presented the petition of Mr. 
|| Julius Meiere, late professor of mathematics in the 
|| navy, asking that certain allowances may be made 
| for quarters, furniture, &c.; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, two memorials of citizens of Pennsylvania 
| interested in the manufacture of iron, asking an in- 
| crease of duties on foreign iron; which were refer- 
| red to the Committee on Finance. 
| Mr. BRIGHT presented a memorial of M. J. 
|| Hill, asking an appropriation for the purpose of 
| testing by experiments the value of certaim im- 
| provements in the science of naval Gunnery; which 


| 
1] 
1] 
i} 

| 


Also, one from Jobn B. Niles, and other citizens of La- 
porte county, Indiana, on the same subject. 

Also, two petitions of sundry citizens of Indiana, for a 
ti-weekly coach mail route from Lafayette, through Monti- 
oe Vincénnes, Plymouth, South Bend, Indiana, to Niles, 
Michigan, 

Also, the petition of 227 citizens of Cass, Fulton, Marshall 
and Stark counties, Indiana, asking a mail route from Lo- 
gansport, north, through the western part of Fulton and 
ol counties, to intersect the road from Plymouth to 

aporte. 

_Also, the memorial of Capt. James P. Smith, late of 16th 
0.8. Infantry, asking additional compensation in land to 
the officers of the late Mexican war. 

Also, the joint resolution of Indiana Legislature, asking 
donation of every alternate section of land belonging to the 
United States for ten miles on each side of Kankakee and 
poeta rivers, to aid in improving the navigation of said 

ers, 

Also, the joint resolution of Indiana Legislature, asking 
reduction of prices of public lands in Miami National Re- 
servation. 

Also, the petition of J. 8. Jarnegan, S. Colfox, and 184 
other citizens of St. Joseph county, asking Congress to de- 
vise Ways and means to more effectually suppress the Afri- 
can slave-trade. 

By Mr. GOTT: The petition of citizens of Syracuse, 
New York, for cheap postage. . 
eel the petition of Mary Kirby Smith, for an increase of 

n. 

_By Mr. PARKER: The petition and other papers of Lu- 
cinda Washington Louies’ Meade, and Elizabeth C. Tur- 
her, heirs of Dr. John Nelson, a surgeon in the revolutionary 
War, praying compensation for servicea rendered by him in 
that war, and for which he received no pay. F 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Daniel Eaton, 

lab W. Bosworth and others, citizens of Youngstown, 
Mahoning county, Ohio, praying the “ ge of a resolu- 
tion, that when Greubites of the electors of any State or 
States will petition Congress for a uniform paper curreney, 





4th [Minois volunteers, for a law allowing officers in the \| 5 referred to the Committee Pe aval Affairs. 
Mexican war bounty lands. || _Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Also, the petition of Dr. G. Elkin and 53 other citizens of | Ohio, asking that bounty lands may be allowed to 


Illinois, for the establishment of a mail route from Pekin, || soldiers in the last war with Great Britain; which 
via Tremont, Mackinaw, Stout’s Grove, Wilksboro’, Bloom- 


ington, Leroy, Santa Anna, and Mahomet, to Urbanna. i was referred to the area - Military Affairs. 
Also, the petition of David Atterberry and 72 others, citi- || | Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
zens of Tazewell county, [linois, for a post road from Pe- | Alfred G. Benson, proposing, on certain condi- 


— via Dillon, Armington, and Mount Hope, to Wayns- | tions, to establish mail communications between 
ville, | 


Also, the petition of M. Tackerberry and 48 others, pray- i San Francisco, California, and Oahu, in the Sand- 
ing the establishment of a post route from Pekin, Ilinois, || wich Islands, and Canton, in China; which was 
via Canton, and Kingston, to Timberpoint, in Peoria || referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


county. . 
By Mr. PHELPS: The nf@morial of the Legistature of || Mt. BENTON presented a memorial of the 


the State“of Missouri, asking for a donation of alternate || mayor of the city of St. Louis, Missouri, asking 
sections of land for the space of six miles, on each side of || the cession to that city of all the public lands lying 


hee river, for the purpose of improving the navigation of || within its corporate limits; which was referred to 
Said river. 


Also, the memoria! of the Legislature of the State of Mis- 1 the Committee = .~ Public — and the mo- 
souri, asking for a donation of alternate sections of land for || WON to print to the Committee on Printing. : 
the distance of ten miles, on each side of the Osage river, ||. Also, the memorial of Sophia Davenport, heir 


from the western boundary line of said State to the junction |! of Ed. James, asking indemnity for French spolia- 
of said river with the Missouri, or such other grant of land || Ed. J mes, ig y po 


as may effect the desired object, for the purpose of improv- || tions prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie on 
ing the navigation of the Osage river. || the table. 
Also, the memorial of the Legislature of the State of Mis- | 


souri, asking the extension of the south-western boundary || jn the war with- Mexico, asking to be allow 
of Missouri, and the extinguishment of the Indian title to || in the ’ 5 ed 


cestein tenn. || bounty land; which was referred to the Committee 
Also, the petition of G. W. Williams and fifty-two other || on Pensions. 


citizens of Washington county, Missouri, asking the estab- | Mr, STURGEON presented the memorial of 


on route from Ste. Genevieve to Farming- H J. K. Rogers, legal representative of the widow 


The petition of C. F. Chamblin and thirty-eight others, || and children of a Cherokee Indian, asking com- 


— of ee county, Missouri, praying eg oo to |} pensation for an Indian reservation of which he 
grant the right of way over the public lands to the Missouri | | ; : . 
acd Whit» river Railroad Company, from Independence to |; wae disposseased by the authorities of the State 


Forsyth, in said State, and a grant of land to aid in the || Of Georgia; which was referred to the Committee 
eonsiructicn of said road. '| on Indian Affairs. 


Also, a petition from Lazarus Knapp, a soldier 





ENLARGEMENT OF THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I have been re- 
quested to present the memorial of Robert Mills, 
civil engineer and architect, asking an investiga- | 





k Capitol. 


more room, that the House of Representatives is 
not sufficiently large for the accommodation of all 
the members, while it is well known that the 
library is so cramped that many of the books 
cannot be arranged, and that they have to be put 
away in boxes. It is manifest that the Capitol re- 
quires enlargement. 1 move the reference of this 
memarial to. the Committee on Public Buildings. 
The memorial was so referred. 


RESOLUTIONS FROM NEW JERSEY. 


Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I present cer- | 


tain joint resolutions from the Legislature of New 
Jersey, asking for an appropriation for surveys 
on the shores of that State. 

| beg to say in connection with this memorial 
that, in reference to this survey, a small appro- 
priation might be beneficially expended. The 


eastern part of our shore is washed by the waters | 


of the ocean, and in the bay of New York Ged- 
ney’s channel has been discovered. But Congress 
seems to have overlooked the fact in its past appro- 
priations, Our coast survey has likewise dis- 
covered a channel in Delaware bay of great utility, 


in reference to which a small appropriation would | 


be exceedingly useful; and I beg respectfully to 
ask the attention of the Committee on Commerce 
to the request of the Legislature of New Jersey in 
reference to these matters. As these are legisla- 
tive resolutions, | beg that they may be read, 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

‘I'he resolutions were accordingly read, ordered 
to be printed, and were referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 


Ordered, That the petition of Cyrus H. MeCormick, on 
the | lesof the Senate, be referred to the Comunittee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office. 


On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, 


Ordered, That the petition of James Chapman, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- | 
dian Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the || 
settlement of accounts with the heirs and repre- | 
sentatives of Col. Pierce M. Butler, late agent for | 
the Cherokee Indians; which was read and passed | 


to a second reading. 


Also, from the same committee, a joint resolu- | 
tion to extend the provisions of a joint resolution | 
for the benefit of Frances Slocum aid her children | 


and grandchildren, of the Miami tribe of Indians, 
approved March 3d, 1845, to certain other indi- 
viduals of the same tribe. 

The joint resolution having been read a first 
time— 


Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I ask the Sen- | 


ate to consider this resolution now. 
there will be no objection. 
minute, by reference to the joint resolution whose 
provisions it is imtended to extend. 
srovided— 

‘That the portions or shares of the annuities or other 
moneys which are now or may hereafter become payable to 
the Miami tribe of Lndians due to the following named 


persons, [therein mentione:d,) members of said tribe of In- | 
diane, shall be hereafter and forever peyable to them and || 


there descendants at Fort Wayne or Penn, or such other 


place in the State of Indiana as the Secretary of War shail | 


direct.” 

“ That if the aforesaid Indians, their descendants, or any 
part thereof, shall hereafter remove to the country west of 
the Mississippi river, assigned te the Miami tibe of Indians, 
then andin -uch case the portions or shares of annuities, or 
other moneys payable to said tribe, shall be paid to such 

' per-one so removing at the place of payment of annuities 
to said tribe of Indians.’’ 


The Indians named in that joint resolution 
are still residents of Indiana and owners of land; 


and the object is to make that annuity payable to | 


them where they are. 
The motion to proceed to the consideration of the 


in Committee of the Whole. 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the word 


|| resolution was reported to the Senate; the amend- 
|| ment was concurred in, and it was ordered to be || sion to make such an appeal to the 


tion of certain plans, models, and estimates made | 
by him of improvements and additions to the || 
In moving the reference of this memo- | 


rial, it is scarcely nece-sary for me here to suggest || Margaret Hetzel, administratrix of the estate of || his seat, [Mr. Cremens] I have 
that, in the Senate chamber, we shall soon want || Assistant Quartermaster Hetzel, submitted a re- || papers what appears to be a revised re 


1 presume | 
1 can explain it ina || 


It is therein | 


‘|| great Miami reservation, in the State of Indiana. 


resolution was agreed to, and it was considered as | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| * citizens” was changed to “ residents.” The | 


| engrossed for a third reading, and was read a third || 
| time and passed. ] 

Mr. DAWSON, "from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of | 


'| port, which was ordered to be printed, accom- || 
|| panied by a bill for the relief of Mrs. Margaret || 
|| Hetzel, widow and administratrix of A. R. Het- 
|| zel, late Assistant Quartermaster in the Army of || 
| the United States, which was read and passed to a | 
| second reading. 

| Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of | 
|| Claims, reported a bill to provide for the unpaid || 
|| claims of the officers and soldiers of the Virginia || 
|| State and Continental lines of the revolutionary || 


| | 


|| army; which was read and passed to a second | 


|| reading. 
| Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval Af- | 


|| fairs, to which was referred the petition of John | 
i @ 1} 
|| S. Van Dyke, made an adverse report on the same; || 
|| which was ordered to be printed. 

| Also, from the same committee, to which had 
|| been referred the memorial of Mrs. Commodore 
|| McKay, and the petition of J. Sydney Henshaw, 
|| asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
|| tion of the same; which was agreed to. 

| Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
|| Lands, to which had been referred the petitions of | 
|| John Madlam and of citizens of Philadelphia, | 
moved to be discharged from the further consider- 
|| ation of the same, and that they be referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs; which was 
| agreed to, 

| Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred a memorial of the Legislature of Alabama, 
1] asking the sale of certain public lands, submitted 
|| a report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
|| panied by a bill to authorize the sale of reserved 
|| lands, and for other purposes; which was read 
|| and passed to a second reading. 
|| Also, from the same committee, to which was || 
|| referred the memorial of the Legislature of Mis- | 
|| souri, in relation to an extension of the right of || 
|| preémption, reported that it was unnecessary and \ 


inex pedient. | 


BILLS_INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 1 
| Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked and || 
| obtained feave to bring in a bill to provide seals of || 
| office for the Surveyors General of the public || 
| lands; which was read a first and second time by || 
its title and referred to the Committee on Public || 
| Lands. 

The VICE PRESIDENT said there was a bill | 
on the table which had been read a third time on | 
the 4th instant, being the bill to relinquish the re- | 
versionary interest of the United States to a certain | 
reservation therein mentioned, and to confirm the | 
'| tite of Charles G. Gunton, which bill was taken | 
|| up and passed, and sent to the House of Repre- | 
|| sentatives for its concurrence. 
| 


] 


oy 


' 
| 


j 
| 


The bill from the House supplementary to the | 
act entitled an act supplementary to the act en- | 
tutled an act establishing a mint and regulating 
|| the coins of the United States, was read a first and 


| second time by its title and referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Finance. 
. NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice that he would 
atan early day ask leave to introduce a bill for 
further regulating the Navigation of the western 
waters of the United States, and providing better 
security therefor. 

Mr. BRIGHT gave notice that he would to- | 
| morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to in- | 
|| troduce the following bills: 
i A bill to reduce the price of the public !ands in the | 


A bill directing the sale of marsh lands in the |) 
county of Jay and Adams, in the State of Indiana. | 
RESOLUTION. 

Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- | 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent | 


| 
_ and agreed to: 
Resolved, Tivat the Seeretary of War furnish the Senate, } 


i 
| 


formation in retereuce to the geology and topography of || 
Califoraia now in possession of tie War Deparunent. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


i 
ij 


| the Senate té”a circumstance so u 


|| brought into it. 


as soon as practicable, with any recent report or other in- || New Mexico. 
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— to 
Ve found oceg. 
Senate for the 


’ been a mer 
I was not in my place on Awa 


that I believe it is the first time I ha 


thirty years during which | have 
of this body. 


last, when the debate took place in. whi “Y 
referred to by the Senator rons Adie ee in 
Seen" in the 

; ! rtof 
was said upon that occasion, and waite 1 on 


read to the Senate: 


“Mr. Ciemens. The motion of the Senator ; 
souri, [Mr. Benron,) and the first of the series tre 
presented not long since by the Senator from Kenner 
(Mr. Cray,] are in substance the same. [ shali consia’? 
and treat them as identical. They seem to be ao anon c 
by the Senator from Kentucky himself, though his « om 
at one time certainly left a different impression = 
mind. I suppose [ did not understand him rightly Mf 
that, however, as it may, there is now eutire concord 
opinion and action between himself and the Senator f,, - 
Missouri. A concord which is by no means the least we 
nificant of the portents by which we are surrounded. 
have read indeed that a time was coming when the lic 
and the lamb should lie down together, but [ did not Sten 
to witness anything approaching that happy state jy, os 
day. All incredulity, however, is now at an end, and | - 
prepared to believe in any miracle, and treat with Sars 
consideration any prophecy. When Thomas H. Benton ang 
Henry Clay, ‘the great erpunger,’ and ‘the great embouji. 
ment,’ are found holding sweet converse with each othe; 
forgetting the animosities of thirty years, and lovingly pull. 
ing side by side in the same team, there can be nothing » 
wild and fanciful as to defy belief.” * e061 % 

“Mr. Cray. Sir, itis not my purpose to enter into ay 
elaborate reply to the argument of the eloquent gentleman 
from Alabama—a Senator who, I am in hopes, « ill aq 
honor to this body by the talent and ability which he has 
But, sir, it seems to me that there wer 
two or three observations made by that Senator which de. 
mand from me some short notice. And the firstis an ally. 
sion to an intercourse between a Senator who is not now jn 
his seat—the Seater from Missouri—and myself; in which 
the gentleman remarked that the lion and the lamb had got 
together. Ido not know to which of these quadrupeds he 
assigned me; T should make a very poor lamb | am afraid, 
and I am very far from being ambi ious of claiming te 
prowess of the lion.’? 

“Mr. Cremens. I meant, of course, thgt the Senator 
from Kentucky was the lion. I meant siniply to express, 
by this figure, that they who had always heretoture been the 
antipodes of each other, had now met togeth@r upon this 
question, and therefore that the Sowith was menaced with 
danger.” 


Mr. BENTON, (continuing.) Now, Mr. Presi- 
dent, with all the decorum which is due to this 


bod 
r. CLEMENS. Will the Senator give way 
for a moment for an explanation ? 

Mr. BENTON, certainly. 1! hope it will be 
unnecessary for me to say anything more. 

Mr. CLEMENS. The Senator has assumed 
what is not the fact. He has assumed that what 
he has read is a corrected report of what I said. 
I never saw the report of that remark in reply to 
Mr. Cray until after it was published. If | had 
done so, | think | should probably have ex pressed 
the same idea, but in different language. | would 
not have said that ‘‘ therefore the South was in 
danger,’’ bu: I would have explained that that 
combination between the Senator from Missouri 
and the Senator from Kentucky made it almost 
certain that California would be admitted, which | 
regarded as a great danger ti the South. With 
this explanation, [ am ready to hear almost any- 
thing which the Senator from Missouri has to say. 

Mr. BENTON. I am greatly relieved by the 
explanation. 1 had hoped that the honorable 
Senator would relieve me from the necessity of 
saying anything further. He has not revised the 
report of the part of his speech to which | 
specially except, and I understand him now ( 
say that he regards the Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Cray] and myself to be of accord in wish- 
ing to bring California into the Union, and that he 
would consider the admission of California as met 
acing danger to the South. I believe that takes 
away the necessity of my adding anything further, 
and, happy to have an opportunity of catching * 
anything that will save me the necessity of making 
a denial on this floor, | accept what the gentlema 
says. 





TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The next busines 
in order is the resolution of the Senator from Mix 
torial Governments for California, Deseret, 


Mr. FOOTE. I move —— mnoheie 
taken up for the purpose of teing referre 
alien of ihistemen ate of whom to be select 


Mr. BENTON. I wish to ask the attention of || ed from the slave States and six from the fe 


sissippi, in relation to the establishtnent of Ter 


Ss - 6 @e so Ona eas @ = 


al he 
men 
takes 
rther, 
ing & 
aking 
leman 





with instruct 
of endeavort 
rl the quest 
of slavery. 
The moud 
stated to be 
tee of thirte 
Mr. TUR 
gent any OPF 
posed. 
rect a misrey 
own State im 
ig due to th 
to represent 
fnd in the 
nw the folio 
retary (0 ree 


The Seer 


“ 


“Tue Sout 

_The movers 
fact that t 

fused to counte 
refused lo @ 
demued its pu 
in the most dg 
feelings whic 
before its adje 
yote, the folle 
Mr. Allen: 

us Resole 
‘nessee, That 
«the pr ople 
fa nation, h 
‘the States, @ 
‘the adoption 
‘and concess 
‘and the Sout 

«+ Resolved, 
‘mness and p 
‘the perpeturt 
‘the destructi 
pland wil no 
‘of Washingt 
‘government ¥ 
“6 Resolved, 
‘of Tennessee 
‘these States 
‘world, and a 
‘services Of U 
‘DEFEND THE 
‘EXTREMITY.’ 

“ We are gl 
thic maller. & 
nize it, and wi 
upon itas it d 
jectors, she G 
tistrne, ma 
ence of mista 
out the ntio 
cannot doub 
protest again 
future of thos 
men whose {% 
found consog 
glorious flag 
laurels which 








Now, si 
any such a 
ville Union 
paper from 
before me 
southern 
believe, ing 
charge thig 
upon the p 
how they 
explain it, 
company 
that | make 
ment upen 

Again: 
resolution 
nessee. 
far as it go 
and mat 
fore calew 
the publi” 
1Ons assum 

The re 

ennessee 


“ Resol 
of Tenne: 
these Sty 
World, and - 
*ervices of tH 


aoa 


> a 


a” 


